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FRAGMENT I.,

OR AN KlMTOMK OF MwfiASTHENRS.

(Diotl. 11.35-42.) 14 3^"
(35.) ' India, which is in shape quadrilateral,

has its eastern as woll as its 'western side

bounded by the great sea, but on the north-

ern side it is divided by Mount II m d o a

from that part of Skythia which is Inhabited

by those Skythiaus who are called the S a k a i,

while the fonrtli or western side is bounded by

tho river called the Indus, which is perhaps

the largest of all rivers in tho world after the

Nile. * The extent of the whole country from

east to west is said to be 28,000 stadia, and

from north to south 32,000. "Being thus of

such vast extent, it seems well-nigh to em-

brace the whole of the northern tropic zone

of the earth, and in fact at the extreme point of

India the gnomon of the sundial may frequently

bo observed to cast no shadow, while the constel-

lation of the Bear is by night invisible, and in

the remotest parts even Ai'cturns disappears

from view. Consistently with this, it is also

slated that shadows there fall to the southward.

*India has manyhuge mountains whichabound
in fruit-trees of every kind, and many vast

plains of great fertility—more or lesH beautiful,

1 With Kpit. 1, conf. Fragin. ii., iii. (in hid. Ant. vol. V.
p. 86,«c. a).

'-* Conf. FragiM. iv.
3 Conf. Fragm. ix.
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bnt all alike intersected by a multitude of rivers.

5 The greater part of the soil, moreover, is under

irrigation, and consequently bears two crops in

the course of the year. It teems at the same

time with animals of all sorts,—beasts of the Held

and fowls of the air,—of all different degrees of

strength and size.
8
It is prolific, besides, in ele-

phants, which aro of monstrous bulk, as its

soil supplies food in unsparing profusion, mak-

ing these animals far to exceed in strength

those that are bred in L i by a. It results also

that, since they are caught in great numbers by

the Indians and trained for Avar, they are of

great moment in turning the scale of victory.

(36.)
7 The inhabitants, in like manner, hav-

ing abundant means of subsistence, exceed in

consequence the ordinary stature, and are distin-

guished by their proud bearing. They aro also

found to be well skilled in the arts, as might be

expected of men. who inhale a pure air and
drink the very finest water. 8 And while tho

soil bears on its surface all kiuds of fruits

which are known to cultivation, it has also

under ground numerous veins of all sorts of

metals, for it contains much gold and silver,

and copper and iron in no small quantity, and

even tin and other metals, which are employed

in making articles of use and ornament, as well

as the implements and accoutrements of war.

* In addition to cereals, there grows throughout

'•' Conf. Fragm. xv
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India mncli millet, which is kftpt well watered

by the profusion of river-streams, and much
pulse of different sorJ;s, and rice also, and what

is called bo&pomm, as well as many other plants

useful for food, of which most grow spon-

taneously. 10 The soil yields, moreover, not a

few other edible products fit for the subsistence

of animals, about which it would be tedious to

write. It is accordingly affirmed that famine

has never visited India, and that there has

never been a general scarcity in the supply of

nourishing food.
ll For, since there is a double

rainfall in the course of each year,—one in the

winter season, when the sowing of wheat lakes

place as in other countries, and the second

at the time of the summer solstice, which is the

proper season for sowing rice and boxpovum, as

well as scsamum and millet—the inhabitants of

India almost always gather in two harvests an-

nually; and even should one ofthe sowings prove

more or less abortive they are always sure of the

other crop. "The fnvts, moreover, of spon-

taneous growth, and the esculent roots which

grow in marshy places and arc of varied sweet-

ness, afford abundant sustenance for man. 1SThe

fact is, almost all the plains in the country

have a moisture which is alike genial, whether

it is derived from the rivers, or from the rains

of the summer season, which are wont to fall

evciy year at a. stated period with surprising '

regularity ; while the great heat which prevail;..
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vtpens the roots which grow in the marshes,

and especially those of llio tall reed's.

'*niit, further, thorn are usages observed by

4he Indians which contribute to prevent the

occurrence of famine among them ; for whereas

among other ifatious it is usual, in the contests

of war, to ravage the soil, and thus to reduce

it to au uncultivated waste, among the Indians,

on the contrary, by whom husbandmen are re-

garded as a class that is sacred and inviolable,

the tillers of the soil, oven when battle is raging

in their neighbourhood, are undisturbed by any

sense of danger, for tho combatants on cither

side in waging tho conlliot make carnage of

each other, but allow those engaged in hus-

bandry to remain quite unmolested. Besides,

they neither ravage au enemy's land with fire,

nor cul down its trees.

(37.)
la

India, again, possesses many rivers

both large and navigable, which, having their

sources in the mountains which stretch along

tho northern frontier, travorse the level country,

and not a few of these, after uniting with each

other, fall into the river called tho Ganges.
10 Now this river, whioh at its source is 30

stadia broad, flows from north to south, and

empties its waters into the ocean forming the

eastern boundary of the G a n g a r i d a i, a

nation which possesses a vast force of the

•largest-siaed elephants. " Owing to this, th^eir

country has never been conquered by any
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foreign king : for all other nations dread the

overwhelming number and strength of these

animals. w [Thus Alexander the Makedonian,

after conquering all Asia, did not make wui

upon the Gangaridai,t as lie did on all others;

for when he had arrived with all his troops at

the river Ganges, and had subdued all the other

Indians, he abandoned as hopeless an invasion

of the Gangaridni when ho leaincfi that they

possessed four thousand elephants Avell trained

and equipped for war.] 10Another river, about

the same size as the Ganges, called the I n d n s,

has its sources, like its rival, in the north, and

falling into the ocean forms oh iis iray the

boundary of India ; in its passage through the

vast stretch of level country it receives not a

few tributary streams which are navigable,

the most noiable of them being the II n pa u is,

the II u d a s p 6 s, and tho A k e s i n e s.

Besides these rivers there arc a groat many

others of every description, which permeate the

country, and supply water for the nurture of

garden vegetables and crops of all sorts.
auJNow

to account for the rivers being so numerous, and

the supply of water so superabundant, the

native philosophers and proficients in natural

science advance the following reasons :—They

t Conf. Lassen, I'cnlaput. 16.

',' Conf. Fragm. xxi. in hid. Ant. vol. V. p. S8, c. vi. 2-?

l- i0 Conf. Fragm. xi. in lnd. Ant. vol. V. p. 87/ c. iv.

9.13.
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say that the countries whitdi surround India -

those of the Skythians and Baktrians, and also

of the Aryans—are more elevated than Fndia, so

that tlieir waters, agreeably tto natural law, ftovr

down logethei* from all Bides to tlie plains

beneath, wher%thcy gradually saturate the soil

with moisture, and generate a multitude of

rivers.

21 A peculiarity is found to exist in one of the

rivers of India,—that called the S i 1 1 a s, which

flows from a fountain bearing the same name.

ft differs from all other rivers in this respect-,

—

that nothing cast into it will float, bnt every -

thing, strange to say, sinks down to the bottom.

(})%.)
24

J.t is saidthat India, being of enormous

size when taken as a whole, is peopled by races

both numerous and diverse, of which not even

one was originally of foreign descent, but all wen?

evidently indigenous ;
a3and moreover that India

neither received a colony from abroad, nor sent

out a colony to any other nation.
9* The legends

further inform us that in primitive times the

inhabitants subsisted on snch fruits as the earth

yielded spontaneously, and wore clothed with

the skins of the boasts found in the conntry,

as was the ease with the Greeks ; and that, in

like manner us with them, the arts and other

appliances which improve human life were gra-

dually invented, Necessity herself teaching

(Jniif. I'Kttfiu. xh i.
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them to an animal at once docile and furnished

not only with hands ready to second all his

efforts, but. also with reason and a. keen intel-

ligence.

2S The men of greatest learning among the

Indians tell certain legends, of which it may be

propei 1 to give a brief summary.{
'^xe7 relate

that in tho most primitive times, when the

people of the country wcro still living in Til-

lages, 1) i o u ii s o s made his appearance com-

ing from the regions lying to the west, and

at the head of a considerable army. He over-

X I'iwum. I. B. Diod. iir.es.

doner,-h iinj Dtonveost.

Now some, as I have already said, supposing
that there were three individuals of this name, who
lived in different ages, assign to each appropriate

achievements. They say, then, that tho most an-

cient ofthem was T n d o a, and that as the country,

with its gonial temperature, produced spontane-

ously the vine-tree in great abundance, he was
the first who crushed grapes and discovered the
use of the properties of wine. In like manner he
ascertained what culture was requisite for figs and
other fruit trees, and transmitted this knowledge
to after-times ; and, in a word, it was he who found
out how these fruits should be gathered in,

whence also he was called L e n a i o s. This same
Dionusos. however, they call also Katapogdn,
since it is a custom among the Indians to nourish
tilth- beards with great tare to the very end of
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ran the whole of India, as there was no great

city capable of resisting his arras.
M The heat,

however, having becomo excessive, and the

soldiers of Dionusos being afflicted with a pes-

tilence, the leader, who was remarkable for

his sagacity,* canned his troops away from the

plains np to the hills. There the army, re-

cruited by the cool breezes and the waters

that flowed fresh from the fountains, recovered

from sickness. "The place among the moun-

tains where Dionusos restored his troops to

health was called M6vos; from which efts

tlicir life. Dionusos tlicu, at the head of an army,

marched to every part of the world, and taught,

mankind the planting of the vino, and how to

crush grapes in the winepress, whence he was call-

ed L fi 11 a i o s. Having in like manner imparted

to all a knowledge of his other inventions, he ob-

tained after his departure from among men
immortal honour from those who had benefited by

his labours. It is further said that the place is

(jointed out in India even to this day where the

god hail been, and that cities are called by his

name iu the vernacular dialects, and that many
other important evidences tit-ill exist of his having

been born in India, about which it would be tedi-

ous to write.

23
el seqq. Conf. Pragra. lvii.

t5 -M Conf. Fragni. 1. in Tnd. An*, vol. V. p. 89, c.

vii.
—
" HotPllss ns further," &e. to c. viii.—" on the principle

ofajfirit." *
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omnnfnnop, no doubt., the Greeks have trans-

mitted to posterity tho legend concerning (he

god. that Dionnsng was bred in his ful/wr's

////'<//'.§
M Having aflor this turned bis attention

l,o the artificial propagation of usotn.1 plants, be

communicated the secret to thou Indians, and

taught them tho way to make wine, as well as

otlior arts conducive to human well-being.
r9 Ife

was, besides, the founder of largo cities, whieb

bo formed by removing tbc villages to conve-

nient sites, while be also showed tho people how
to worship the deity, and introduced laws and

courts of justice. ""Having thus achieved alto-

gether many great and noble works', he was re-

garded as a deity and gained immortal honours.

Jt is related also of him that he led about with

bis army a groat host of women, and employed,

in marshalling his troops for battle, drums and

cymbals, as tho trumpet had not in his days been

invented; "and that after reigning over the

whole of India for two and fifty years he died of

old ago, while bis sons, succeeding to the go-

vernment, transmitted the sceptre in unbroken

succession to their posterity.
M At last, after

many generations had come and gone, tho so-

vereignty, it is s;tid, was dissolved, and demo-

italic governments wore sot up in tho cities.

(0
U

.)
SR

Such, then, are the traditions regard-

ing Dionnsos and his descendants current

'xj fiiffjiit.
:>- (Vinf. Fragm. U.
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among the Indians who inhabit the hill-country.

3*Thoy further assert that II erak les||also

was born among them. 31 They assign to him,

•like the Greeks, the club ami the lion's skin. He
far surpassed other men in personal strength, and

prowess, and cleared sea and land of evil beasts.

"'"Marrying many wives he begot many sons, but

one daughter only. The sons having reached

man's cstAtc, he divided all India into equal por-

tions for his children, whom he made kings in

different parts of his dominions. Ho provided

similarly for his only daughter, whom ho reared

up and made a queen.
36 Ho was the founder,

also, of no small number of cities, the most re-

nowned and greatest of which he called V a 1 i-

bothra. Ho built therein many sumptuous

palaces, and settled within its walls a numerous

population. The city he fortified with trenches

oi' notable dimensions, which were filled with

water introduced from the river.
" 7

Jfcraklcs,

accordingly, after his removal from among men,

obtained immortal honour; and his descendants,

haviug reigned for many generations and sig-

nalized themselves by groat achievements, nei-

ther made any expedition beyond the confines

of India, nor sent out any colony abroad.
as At

"•™ Coof. Fragm. 1. in Ttul. Aid. vol. V. pp. 811-90, c.

viii., from " Bufcthal-. llorculcj," &u. to " of bis daughter.'.

|| Apparently S i v ;i is meant, though his ma ,i tj wives ami
aoBA are unknown to fiindu mythology.— En. •

" Conf. Fvdgm. xxr.
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lust, however, after many years had gone, most

of the eities adopted the democratic form ot

government, though some retained the kingly

until the invasion of the country by A 1 o x a n««

der. ss Of several remarkable customs existing

among the Indians, there is onef prescribed by

their ancient philosophers which one may regard

as truly admirable : for the law ordains that

no one among them shall, under any cir-

cumstances, be a slave, but that, enjoying free-

dom, thoy shall respect the equal right to it

which all possess: for those, they thought, who
have learned neither to domineer over nor to

cringe to others will attain the life best adapted

tor all vicissitudes of lot : for it is but fair and

reasonable to institute laws which bind all

equally, but allow property to bo unevenly dis-

tributed.

(40.) The wholopopulation ofIndia is divided

into seven castes, of which the first is formed

by the collective body ofthe Philosopher u,%

which in point of number is inferior to the

other classes, but in point of dignity preeminent

over all. For the philosophers, boing exempted

from all public duties, are neither the masters

nor the servants of others.
41 They arc, however,

engaged by private persons to offer the sacrifices

due in lifetime, and to celebrate the obsequies of

•^ 4iXo<ro<£>oi, Strabo, Diod. Zo0t<rrai, An-.
"*" Conf. Fragm. xxxii. in hid. Ant. vol. V. pp. M-92,

'. xi. and xii.
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the dead : for they are believed to bo most dear

to the gods, and to be the most conversant with

matters pertaining to Hades. In requital of

^juch services they receive valuable gifts and

privileges. " To the people of India at large

they also render great benefits, when, gathered

together at the beginning of the year, they fore-

warn the assembled multitudes about droughts

and wet "weather, and also about propitious

winds, and diseases, and other topics capable of

profiting the hearers.
*3 Thus the people and the

sovereign, learning beforehand what is to hap-

pen, always make adequate provision against

a coming deficiency, and never fail to prepare

beforehand what will help in a time of need.

The" philosopher who errs in his predictions

incurs no other penalty than obloquy, and he

then observes siloncc for the rest of his life.

** The second caste consists of the Husband-
men,* who appear to be far more numerous

than the others. Being, moreover, exempted

from lighting and other public services, they de-

vote the whole of their time to tillage ; nor

would an enemy coming upon a husbandman

at work on his land do him any harm, for men

of this class, being regarded as public .benefac-

tors, are protected from all injury.' The land,

thus remaining unravaged, and producing heavy

crops, supplies the inhabitants with all that ia

* r«ci>f>yo(, Strab. Arr. Diod.
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requisite to make life very enjoyable. *° The

husbandmen thorase.lvcs, with their wives and

children, live in the country, and entirely avoid

going into town. **Thoy pay a land-tributo to»

the king, because all India is the property of

the crown, and no private perscta is permitted

to own land. Besides the land-tribute, they

pay into the royal treasury a fourth part of the

produce of tho soil. «

47 The third caste consists oftheNeatherds
and Shepherds,! and in general of all herdsmen

who neither settle in towns nor in villages, but

livo in tents. By hunting and trapping they

clear the country of noxious birds and wild

beasts. As they apply themselves eagerly and

assiduously to this pursuit, they free India from

tho pests with which it abounds,—ail sorts of

wild beasts, and birds which devour the seeds

sown by the husbandmen. J

(41.)
4S Thefourth caste consists ofthe A r t i-

zans.§ Of these some arc armourers, while

others make the implements which husbandmen

and others find useful in their different callings.

This class is not only exempted from paying

f BovkoXoi Kdi iroiptves xa\ mdakov irdvrts ol vofittt,

Diod. ttoifUvts Kdi fypevrai, Strab. TJoiptves re koL

8ovk6\oi, Arr.

t Sbophords and hunters were not a caste of Hindus,
but wore probably tribes like the Abhira or Ahirn, Dhan-
gar^ &e.~Ed.

5 Tfxvirai.
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taxes, but even receives maintenance from the

rojal exchequer.

*" Thefifth caste is the M i 1 i t a r y.|j It is well

organized and equipped for ?var, holds the second

place in point of numbers, and gives itself up to

idleness and tunusoincnt in the times of peace.

The entire force—meu-at-arms, war-horses,

war-elephants, and all—are maintained at the

king's exppuse.
50 The sixth casto consists ofthe Oversoors.

It is their province to inquire into and superin-

tend all that- goes on in India, and make report

to Ihn king,^[ or, whore thore is not a king, to

the magistrates.
51 The ttivmih caste consists of the Coun-

cil' 1 1 o r s and Assessor s,—of those who de-

liberate on public affairs. It is the smallest

class, looking to number, but the most respected,

on account of the high character and wisdom of

its members ;

ss
for from their ranks tho advisers

of the king are taken, and the treasurers of the

slate, and the arbiters who settle disputes. The

generals of the army also, and the chief magis-

trates, usually belong to this class.

sa Such, then, arc about the parts into which

the body politic in India is divided. No one is

allowed to marry out of his own caste, or to

||
TLdkefHorai, Strnb. Arr.

^f
"Efftopoi, Diod. Strab. 'fjiriintoiroi, Arr. Is this thn

class of officers referred to as sheriffs —maltiitiatru—£& the
Aioka inscriptions? Conf. hid. Ant. vol. V. pp. 267-8.—fin.
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exei*cise any calling or art except his own : for

instance, a soldier cannot become a husbandman,

or an artizan a philosopher.*

(42. ) ** India possesses a vast number ofhuge,

elephants, which far surpass thosefound elsewhere

both in strength and size. This animal does

not cover the female in a peculiar way, as some

affirm, but like horses and other quadrupeds.
68JThe period ofgestation is at shortest sixteen

months, and at furthest eighteen.f Like mares,

they generally bring forth but one young one

at a time, and this the clam suckles for six years.
88 Most elephants live to be as old as an ex.

tremely old man, bat the most aged live two

hundred years.
67 Among the Indians officers arc appointed

even for foreigners, whose duty is to see that

no foreigner is wronged. Should any of them

lose his health, they sehd physicians to attend

him, and take care of bim otherwise, and if he

dies they bury him, and deliver over such pro-

perty as he leaves to his relatives.
8S Thejudges

* "It appears strange that Megnsthenes Should have
d ivided the people of India into bcvhi castas . . . Herodotns,
however, had divided the peoplo of Ng.vpt into soven castes,

namely priests, soldiers, herdsmen, swineherds, tradesmen,
interpreters, and steersmen ; and Mcgastlionrsniay therefore
have taken it for granted thai there were seven castes in

India. It is a curious foot that, from the time of Alexander's
expedition to a comparatively recent date, geographers
and others have continually drawn analogies between Egypt
and India."—Wheeler's Hist, ofIndia, vol. III. p. 192, note
*•". Conf . Fragm. xxxvi.

tC?or some remarks on this point see Blochmann's trans-

lation of the Atn-i-A kbari, p. 118.
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also decide cases in which foreigners are con-

cerned, with the greatest care, and come down

sharply on those who take unfair advantage of

• them, [What we have now said regarding

India and its antiquities will suffice for oar pre-

sent purpose.]

BOOK I.

> Feagm. II.

Arr. Ejqped. Alex. V. 6. 2-11.

Of the Boundaries of India, its General

Cliaracter, and Us Bivers.%

According to Eratosthenes, and Megasthenes

who lived with Siburtios the satrap of

Arachosia, and who, as he himself tells us,

often visited Sandrakottos§ the king ofthe

Indians, India forms the largest of the four parts

into which Southorn Asia is divided, while

the smallest part is that region which is includ-

ed between tho Euphrates and our own sea.

The two remaining parts, which are separated

from the others by tho Euphrates and the

Indus, and lie between these rivers, are scarcely

'of sufficiont sizo to be compared with India,

even should they be taken both together. The

same writers say that India is hounded on its

% Conf. Epit. ad init.

§ The name of Chandraffupta is written by the Greeks
Sandrokottos, Sandrakottas, Sandrakottoa, Androkottoa,

and (best) Sandrolraptos. Cf. Scblegel, Bill. Ind. I. &5.

—

Schwanbeck, p. 13, n. 6.
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eastern side, right onwards to the south, by the

great ocean ; that its northern frontier is formed

by tho Kaukasos range as far as the junction of

that range with Tauros ; and that the boundary,

towards tho west and the north-west, as far as

the great ocean, is formed by the 1 river Indus.

A considerable portion of India consists of a

level phiin, and this, as they conjecture, has

been formed from tho alluvial depqsits of the

river,'—inferring this from the fact that in other

countries plains which arc far away from tho

sea are generally formations of their respective

rivers, so that in old times a country was even

called by the name of its river. As an instance,

there is the so-called plain of the Hermo s—

a

river in Asia (Miuoi*), which, flowing from the

Mount of Mother Dindymono, falls into the sea

near tho iEolian city of Smyrna. There is also

the Lydian plain of the Kaiistros, named
after that Lydian river ; and another, that of the

Ka'ikos, in Mysia; and one also in Karia,

—

that of thoM a i a n d r os, which extends even to

Miletos, which is an Ionian city. [As for Egypt,

both tho historians Herodotus and Hekataios (or

at any rate the author of the work on Egypt if

he was other than Hekataios) alike agree in de-

claring it to be the gift ofthe Nile, so that that

country was perhaps even called after the river ; ,

for in early times Aigyptos was the name of

the river which now-a-days both the Egyptians

and other nations call the Nile, as the words
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of Homer clearly prove, when he says that

Menolaos stationed his ships at the mouth of

the river Aigyptos. If, then, there is hut a

' single river in each plain, and these rivers,

though by no moans large, aro capable of

forming, as tl'cy flow to the sea, much new land,

by carrying down silt from the uplands, where

their sources are, it would be unreasonable to

reject the ibelicf in the case of India that a great

part of it is a level plain, and that this plain is

formed from the silt deposited by the rivers,

seeing that the Hermos, and the Kaiistros, and

the Ka'ikos, and the Maiandros, and all the many
rivers ofAsia which fall into the Mediterranean,

even if united, would not bo fit to bo compared

in volume of water with an ordinary Indian

river, and much less with the greatest of them

all, the Ganges, with which neither tho Egyp-

tian Nile, nor the Danube which flows

through Europe, can for a moment bo compared.

Nay, the whole of these if combined all into

one are not equal even to tho Indus, which is

already a largo river where it rises from its

fountains, and which after receiving as tribu-

taries fifteen rivers all greater than those of

Asia, and bearing off from its rival tho honour

of giving name to the country, falls at last into

the sea.*

» Strabo, XV. 1. 32, n. 700.—[All tho rivers mentioned
(the last of -which is the BDupanis) unite in one, the Indus.]

They say that fifteen considerable rivers, in all, flow into it.
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FfiAGM. III.

Arr. Indica, II. 1. 7.

Q/ tfto Boundaries of India.

f

(See translation of Arrian.)

Fkaom. IV. •

Strabo, XV. i. 11,—p. 689.

Of the Boundaries and Extent of India.%

India is bounded on the north bythe extre-

mities of T a u r o s, and from Arianaio the

t Gonf. Epit. 1, and for notes on the same see India)!.

Antiquary, vol. V. p. 330.—Ed.

t Conf. Epit. 1, 2. Pliny (Hist. Nat. VI. 21. 2) states that

India extends from north to south 28,150 thousand paces.
This number, though it is not exactly equal to 22,300 stadia,

but to 22,800, nevertheless approaches the number given by
Megasthenes nearer than any other. From the numbers
which both Arrian (Ind. iii. 8) and Strabo (pp. 68-69, 690)
give, Diodorus differs romatkably, for ho says the breadth
extends to 28,000, and the length to 32,000 stadia, it

would be rash to deny that.Megasthencs may also have
indicated tho larger numbers of Diodorus, for Arrian

(/«rf. iii. 7-8) adds to tho number tho words " where
shortest" and" where narrowest}" and Strabo (p. 689)
has addod to the expression of the breadth the words " ai

the shortest," and, referring to Mcgosthoucs and Deima-
chos, says distinctly " wlw state tluit in some places the

distance from the southern sea is 20,000 stadia, and in
otters 30,000 (pp. 68-C9). There can be no doubt, however,
that Megasthenes regarded tho smaller, and Deimachos
the larger numbor as correct ; for the larger scorned to

Arrian unworthy of mention, and Strabo (p. 690) says

docidedly, " Megasthenes and DSimachos incline to be

more moderate in their estimate, for according to them
the distance from the southern sea to Caucasus is over

20,000 stadia : DSimachos, however, allows that the dis-

tance in some places exceeds 30,000 stadia" ! by which ha
quite excludes MegasthcnSs from this opinion. And at

p. 72, where he mentions the 30,000 stadia of Deimachos,

'ie joes not say' a word of Megasthenes. But it must be
rertain that 16,000 stadia is the only measure Megasthenes
gave of the breadth of India. For not only Strabo (p. 689)



49

Eastern Sea by the mountainswhich are variously

called by the natives of these regions Farapa-
ni i s o s, and II c ra 6 d o s, and II im a o s,§ and

pther names, but by the ^Macedonians Kau-
k a s o s. |!

Tho boundary on the west is the

river I n d u s, irat the southern and eastern sides,

which are both much greater than the others,

runout into the Atlantic Occan.^[ Tho shape of

tho country is thus rhomboidal, since each of

the greater sides exceeds its opposite side by

3000 stadia, which is tho length of tho pro-

montory common to tho south and the east

coast, which projects equally in these two direc-

tions. [Tholength of tho western side, measured

from the Kaukasian mountains to the southern

and Arrian (hid. iii. 7) have not quoted a larger number
from Megasthcnes, but Hippo rehos also (Strabo, p. 6!)),

—

whore he shows that Patroklcs is unworlliy of confidence,

because ho has given, smaller dimensions for India than
Mejrastheuis—only mentions the mrasnre of 16,000 stadia;

where, for what llipparchos wauted, tho greatest nnmber
was tho most Suitable for his proof.—I think the numbers
•were augmented because Alcgasthenes regarded as Indian,

Kabul and that part of Ariana which Chandragupta had
taken from Reloukos ; and on tho north the frontier nations

UttarokoraH, which he metitions elsowkero. What Megas-
thencs said about the breadth of India remained fixed

throughout the whole geography of tho Greeks, so that not
even Ptolemy, who says India extends 10,800 stadia, differs

much from it. ISut his measure of length has either been
rejected by all, for fear of opposing tho ancient opinion

that tho torrid ssono could not bo inhabited, or (like Hip-
parchos) erroneously carried much too fir to the north.—
Schwanbeck, pp. 29, 30, n. 21.

§ Schnueder suggests'fyuios in Arrian.

|| i.e. Tho Himalayas.

% Tho world was anciently rogarded as an ishuuhsiu-

ronndod by the Atlantic Sea.
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sea along tho course of the river Indus to ita

mouths, is said to be 13,000 stadia, so that the

eastern side opposite, with the addition of the

U000 stadia of the •promontory, will he some-?;

where about lfi,000 stadia. This is the breadth

of India whero it is bcth smallestrtmd greatest.]

The length from west to east as far as Pali-

bo t h r a can be stated with greater certainty

for the royal road which leads to that city has

been measured by achocni, and is in length 10,000

stadia.* The extent of the parts beyond can

only bo conjectured from tho time taken to

make voyages from the sea to P a 1 i b o t h r a

by tho Ganges, and may bo about 6000 stadia.

Tho entire length, computed at the shortest,

will be lfi.OOO stadia. This is the estimate of

Eratosthenes, who says he derived it principally

from tho anthoritativo register of tho stages

on tho Royal Road. Herein Megasthenes agrees

* All tho texts mid burpvprnv iusiead of pvplav. In

all tho MSS. of Strnbo also wo rend oTfoiw'oij, and in

Arrian, who extracts the same passage* from Mcgasthcms,

everywhere axoivms. Though thero w nothing to blamo
in either lection, yet it is easier to ebaugo a\oivois than
o\oivims, for Strabo may have boon surprised to find the
Greek schoenn* in use also in India., The sc/iqcmk.*, how-
ever, which with Eratostheius U a measure of '10 stadia
(flin. Hist. Wat. XI 1. 30), coincides precisely with 1he Indian
y'rjana of four krOias. 1 do not forget that usually double
this lenprth is assigned to tho yOjiwa, but also that it ia

shorter than the Hindus reckon it (,4s. lies. vol. V. p. 105),

and also by the Chinese pilgrims (Foe-koue-ki, 87-88), and.
by Megasthencs himself, in Strabo (p. 708, Fragm. xxxiv. 3),

from which it seems certain that ten stadia are equal to
eonte Indiau measure which cannot be a smaller one than
tho krSsa.—Schw. p. 27, n. 23.
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with him. [Patroklfis, however, makes the length

less by 1000 stadia.] Conf. Avr. lad. iii. 1-5.

. Fragm. V-

Strab'o, If. i. 7,—p. CD.

\)f the Size of India.

Again, Hipparchos, in tho 2nd volumo of his

commentary, charges Eratosthenes himself with

throwing discredit on Palroklos for differing

from Mogasfchonos about tho lengtli of India on

its northern side, Mpgasbhonos making it 16,000

stadia, and Patrokle3 1000 less.

FliAGM. VI.

Strabo, XV. i. 12,—pp. GS9-C90.

Of ihe Sl-30 of India.

[From this, one can readily seo how the ac-

counts of the other writers vary from ono an-

otlur. Thus Kl&sias says that India is not of

loss sizo than tho rest of Asia ; Omwikritos

regards it ai tliD third part of the habitable

world; and Ncaruhos says it takes one four

months to traverse the plain only.] Mogasthonos

and Doimacho.? incline to be moro moderate

in their estimate, for according to them tho

distance from the Southern Sea to Kaukasos

is over 20,000 stadia.—[Doirnaohos, however,

allows that tho distance in some places exceeds

30,000 stadia. Of those notico has been te&en

in an earlier part of tho work.]
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Fbagm. VII.

Strabo, II. i.4,—pp. 08-153.

Of the Size of India.

Hipparchos controverts tins view, urging the*

futility of tho proofs on whieh it rests. Pati'O-

kles, he says, is unworthy of treSt, opposed ns

he is hy two competeut authorities, Deiraaehos

and Megasthenes, who state that in some places

tho distance from the southern sc« is 20,000

stadia, and in others 00,000. Such, he says, is

the account they give, and it agrees with the an-

cient charts of the country.

Fragm. VIII.

Ari\ hulica, III. 7-8.

Of flio She of India.

With Megasthenes tho breadth of India is its

extent from east to west, though this is called

by others its length. J3.is account is that the

breadth at shortest is 16,000 stadia, and its

length—by which he means its extent from

north to south—is at the narrowest 22,300

ctadia."

Fbagm. IX.

Strabo, II. i. 19,—p. 76.

Of the setting of the Bear, and shadows falling

in contra^ directions.t

Again, he [Eratosthenes] wished to show the

ignorance of Deimachos, and his want of a
*. i

'

t Conf. Epit. 8.
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practical knowledge of such subjects, evidenced

as it was by his thinking that India lay between

the autumnal equinox and the winter tropic,

And by his contradicting the assertion of Me-

gasthen&j that in tho southern parts of India

the conatellatibu of the Bear disappeared from

view, and shadows fell in opposito directions,J

—

phenomena which ho assures us aro never seen

in India, thereby exhibiting tho sheerest igno-

rance, lie does not agree in this opinion, but

accuses Deimachos of ignorance for asserting

that the Bears do nowhere in India disappear

from sight, nor shadows fall in opposite direc-

tions, as Megasthenos supposed.

.. Fraom. X.
Pliny, His*. Nat. VI. 22. 6.

. Of the Setting of tJie Bear.

Next [to the P r a s i i] in the interior are the

Monedes and the S n a r i, to whom belongs

MountM a 1 o u e, on which shadows fall towards

the north in winter, and in summer to the south,

for six months altornatoly.§ Tho Bears, Baeton

% Conf. Diod. II. 35, PHn. Hist. Nat. VI. 22. 6. The
writers of Alexander's timo who affirmed similar things
were Nearchos and Onfaikritos, and Baoto who exceeded
all bounds. Conf. Lassen, lust-it. Liny. Frac. Append, p. 2.

—Sohwanb. p. 29.

§ " The Manda'.i would seem to be the same people as

the Monedes of Pliny, who with the Sunn, occupied
tho inland country to the south of the Palibothri. As this

is the exact position of the country of thoM uudas and Suars,

I think it quite certain that they must be tho same race as

the Monedes and Suari of Pliny. In another passage

Pliny mentions the Mandoi and Malli as occupying ihe
country between the Calingai and the Ganges. Amongst
the Malli there was a mountain named Alallus, which
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says, in that part of the country are only once

visible in the course of the year, and not for

more than fifteen days. Megasthenos says that

this takes place in ruany parts of India.

Conf. Soliu, 52. 13 :—

Beyond Palibothra is Moiyit Malens, on
which shadows fall in winter towards tbe north,

and in summer towards the south, for six

months alternately. The North Polo is visible in

that part of the country once hi tho dourse- of the

year, and not for longer than fifteen days, as

Bacton informs us, who allows that this occurs in

many parts of India.

Fragm. XI.

Strabo, XV. i. 20,—p. 693.

Of the Fertility of India. \\

Megasthenos 'indicates the fertility of India

by tho fact of the soil producing two crops every

year both of fruits and grain. [Eratosthenes

writes to the same effect, for he speak? of a

would scorn to be tho same as tbc famous mouxl Malcus of

the Monedes and Suari. I think it highly probable that

both names may ha intended for the nclcbuitcd mount
Mandar, to the south of Bhrgulpur, which is Tabled to have
been used by the gods and demons at the churning of tho
ocean. The Mandei I would identify with the inhabitants

of the MaMnadi river, which is the Mann da of Ptolemy.
The Malli or Malei would therefore be the same peoplo as
Ptolemy's Mandate, who occupied tho right bank of tlio

Ganges to the south of Palibothra, or they may bo the peo-

ple of the Rajmah&l hills who are called Maler
Tho Suari of Pliny are the Sabarrro of Ptolemy,

and both may be identified with the aboriginal Savaraa
or Suars, a wild race of woodcutters w)io live in tho jun-
plej without any fixed habitation."—Cunningham's Ane.
Qeog. of India, pp. 508-1).

|| Conf. Bpit. 5, 9.



55

winter and a summer sowing, which both hare

rain : for a year, ho says, is never found to bo

without rain at both those seasons, whcnco en-

sues a great abundance, since the soil is always

productive. Much fruit is produced by trees

;

and tbe roots if plants, particularly of tall reeds,

are sweet both by nature and by coction, since tho

moisture by which they are nourished is heated

by tho rays of tho sun, whether it has fallen

from the clouds or been drawn from the rivers.

Eratosthenes uses here a peculiar expression :

for what ia called by others the ripening of fruits

and tho juices of plants is called among tho

Indians coction, which is as effective in producing

a good flavour as the coction by fire itself. To

the heat of tho water the same writer ascribes

the wonderful flexibility of tho branches of trees,

from which wheels arc made, as also the fact of

there being trocs on which wool grows.^]"]

Conf. Eratostb. ap. Strabo. XV. i. 13,—p. COO :—

From tho vapours arising from such vast

rivers, and from tho Etesian winds, as Eratos-

thenes states, India is watered by the summer

rains, and the plains aro overflowed. During

theso rains, accordingly, flax* is sown and

millet, also scsamnm, rice, and iosmorum,f and

in the winter time wheat, barley, pulse, and

other esculent frnifcs unknown to us.

^f Conf. Herod. II. 86. " VeUeraque utfoliis depectant
tenuia Seres '(—Virgil, Oeor. ii. 121.—Falconer.

* XiVois, perhajlfe tho \ivov to cijto 8t»ip€<av of Arrin.

f jSooyiopov—Strabo XV. i. 18.
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Fragm. XII.
Strabo, XV. i. 37,—p. 703.

Of some Wild Beasts of India.

According to Megasthenfis the largest tigers.

are found among the Prasii, being nearly
twice the size of the lion, and so .-strong that a
tame tiger led by four men having seized a mul©
by tho hinder leg overpowered it and dragged
it to him. aThc monkeys are larger than the
largest dogs ; they arc white except In the face,

•which is black, though tho contrary is observed
elsewhere. Their tails arc more than two cubits

in length. They are very tamo, and not of a
malicious disposition : so that they neither at-

tack man nor steal.
3Stones are dug up which

aro of the colour of frankincense, and sweeter
than figs or honey. *In some parts of tho conn-
try there arc serpents two cubits long which
have membranous wings like bats. They fly

about by night, when they let fall drops of urine

or sweat, which blister tho skin of persons not
on their guard, with pntrid sores. There are

also winged scorpions of an extraordinary size.

"Ebony grows there. There are also dogs of

great strength and courago, which will not let

go their hold till water is poured into their

nostrils : they bite so eagerly that the eyes

of some become distorted, and the eyes ofothers

fall out. Both a lion and a bull were held fast

by^a dog. The bull was seized by the muzzle,
and died before the dog could be taken off*.
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Fbagm. XIII4

Lilian, Hist. Anim. XVII. 39. Conf . Fragm. XII. 2,

Of Indian Apes.

In the country of tho P r ax i i,§ who aro an

Indian people, Megasthonos says there arc apes

not inferior in sizo to tho largest dogs. They

J FllADM. XIII. B.

Lilian, Mist. Anim. XVI. 10.

'* Of Indian Apes.

Among tUo I* r a a i i in India there is found, they say, a

species of iipes of human-like intelligence, and which are

to appearance about the size of Ilurkanian dogs. Nature

has furnished them with forelocks, which one ignorant, of

tho reality would take to be artificial. Their chin, like

that of a satyr, turns upward, and their tail is like tho

potent one of t)ie lion. Their body is white all over except

the face and tho tip of tho tail, which arc of a reddish

colour. They are very intelligent, and naturally tame.

They are bred in tho woods, whoro also they live, subsist-

ing on the fruits which they find growing wild on tho

hills. They resort in groat numbers to the suburbs of

La t age, an Indian city, where they cat rice which has

been laid down for them by the king's orders. In fact,

evory day a ready-prepared meal is set out for their use.

It is said that whon they have satisfiod their appetite they

retire in an orderly manner to their haunts in tho woods,

without injuring a single thing that comes in their way.

§ Tho Pr&chyas (i.e. Easterns) are called by Strabo, Arrian,

and Pliny npao-tot, Prasii ; by Plutarch (Alex. 62) Upattruu,

a name often used by 2Blian also ; by Nikolaus Damns.
(ap. Stob. FUml. 37, 38) Tlpavxioi ; by Dibdorus (xvii. 93)

Bpqo-101; byCurtios (IX.2,8)Pftarrasii;by Justin(xii.8,9)

PrcBsides. Mogasthones attempted to approximate more

closely to the Sanskrit Pr&cfiya, for here he uses Upafciaitas.

And it appears that npa|iot should be substituted for

npamoi in Stephan. Byzant., since it comes between the

words IIpa£(\of and Tlpaa.—Schwanbeek, p. 82, not. 6.
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have tails five cubits long, hair grown on {.hen

forehead, and they have luxuriant beards hang-

ing down their breast. Their face is entirely

white, and all the rest of the body black. They

are tamo and attached to man, and not malicious

by nature like the- apes of other countries.

Fiuom. XIV.

JKliaii, Hist. AniM. XVI. 41. Couf. Frogm. XII. \.

Of Winged Scorpions and Ser$i'nts.

Megasthones says there are winged scorpions

in India ofenormous sizo. which sting Europcann

and natives alike. There are also serpents

which arc likewise wiugod. These do not go

abroad during the day, but by night, when they

let full urine, which if it lights upon any one's

skin at onco raises putrid sores thereon. Such

is the statement of Megasthones.

FliAOM. XV.

Strolw, XV. i. 56,—pp. 710-711.

Of tho Blasts of India, and the Tteed.

He (Megasthones) says there arc monkeyB,

rollers of rocks, which climb precipices whence

they roll down stones upon their pursuers.

'Most animals, ho says, which are tamo with us

are wild in India, and he speaks ofhorses which

are one-horned and have heads like those of

deer ;
sand also of reeds somo of which grow

straight up to the height of thirty oryui(u,\\ while
—fc i . —. -

|l The oi'ijtiia was four cubits, or equal to fi feet L inch.
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others grow along the ground to the length of

fifty. Thoy vary in thickness from three to six

<uibit» in diameter.

ITkagm. Xt.B.

/Elian, lUsl. .itum. XVI. 20. 21. Coiif. Fragm. XV. 2. 1.

Of maw Heads of India.

(20.) In certain districts of India (I speak of

those which two most inland) they say there are in-

accessible lijiountaina infested by wild beasts, and

which arc also the haunts of animals like those of

our own country except that they are wild ; for

oven sheep, they say, run wild there, as well as

dogs and goats and oxen, which roam about at

their own pleasure, being independent and free

fi'om tho dominion of the herdsman. That their

number is boyond calculation is stated not oidy

by writers on India, but also by tho learned men
of tho country, among whom tho Brachmaus

deserve to be reckoned, whose testimony is to the

samo effect. It is also said that thero exists in

India a quo-horned animal, called by the natives

tho Eartazun. It is of the sizo of a full-grown

horse, and has a crest, and yellow hair soft as

wool. It is furnished with very good legs,and is

very fleet. Its legs are jointloss and formed like

those of tho elephant, and it has a tail like a

swino's. A horn sprouts out from between its

eyebrows, and this is not straight, but curved

into tho. most natural wreaths, and is of a black

colour. It is said to be extremely sharp, this

horn. Tho animal, as I learn, has a voieo boyond

all oxample loud-ringing and dissonant. It alfcws

other animals to approach it, and in good-
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natured towards them, though they say that with

its congeners it is rather quarrelsome. The males

are reported to have a natural propensity not only

to fight among thqmsclves, by butting with

their horns, but to display a like animosity

against the female, and to be so obstinate in their

quarrels that they will not desist 'till a worsted

rival is killed outright. But, again, not only is

every member of the body of this animal endued

with great strength, but such is the potency of

its horn that nothing can withstand it. It loves

to feed in secluded pastures, and wanders about

alone, but at the rutting season it seeks the

society of tho femalo, and is theu gentle towards

her,—nay, the two oven feed in company. Tho
season being over and the female pregnant, the

Indian Kartazdn again becomes ferocious and seeks

solitude. The foals, it is said, are taken when
quite young to the king of the P r a s i i, and are

set to fight each other at the great public spec-

tacles. No full-grown specimen is remombcred

to have ever been caught.

(21.) The traveller who crosses the mountains

which skirt that frontier of India which is most

inland meets, they say, with ravines which are

clothed with very dense jungle, in a district called

by the Indians K o r o u da.^f Those ravines are

said to be tho haunts of a peculiar kind of animal

shaped like a satyr, covered all over with Bhaggy
hair, and having a tail like a horse's, depending

from its rump. If these creatures are left un-

molested, they keep within tho coppices, living on
the wild fruits ; but should they hear the hunter's

IT V. L. KdAowfia.
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halloo and the baying of the hounds they dart up
the precipices with incredible speed, for they are

habituated to climbing the mountains. They
defend themselves by rolling down stones on

their assailants, which often kill those they hit.

The most difficult to catch are thoso which roll

the stones. Some are said to have been brought,

though with difficulty and after long intervals, to

the P r a s i i, but these were cither suffering from

diseases or -were females heavy with young, the

former being too weak to escape, and the latter

being impeded by the burden of the womb.—Conf.

Plin. Hist. Nat. VII. 2. 17.

Fragm. XVI.

Pliny, Hist. Nat. VIII. 14. 1.

Of the Boa-Oonstrictor.

According to Mogasthenos, serpents in India

grow to such a size that they swallow stags and

bulls whole.

Solinus, 52. 33.

So huge arc the serpents that they swallow stags

whole, and other animals of equal size.

Fkaom. XVII.

j&lion, Hist. Anim. VIII. 7.

Of the Electric Eel

I learn from Megasthones that there is in the

Indian Sea a small kind of fish which is never

seen when alive, as it always swims in deep

water, and only floats on the surfaco after it in

dead. Should any one touch it he becomes faint

and swoons,—nay, even dies at last.
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Fragji. XVI II.

Pliny, Hi.it Nat. VI. 2 1. 1.

Of Riprobane.*

Mcgasthones sayn that Taprobaue is

separated from the mainland by a river ; that

the inhabitants ai'O called Palai<jgonoi,f and

that their conntry is more productive of gold

and large pearls than India.

Solin. 53. 3.

Taprobaue is separated front hul'm by a

* This island has been known by many names :

—

l'. Lank a.—The only name it goes by in Sanskrit, and
quite, unknown to the Greeks and Unmans.

2. Simundu or Palcsimundu.—Probably ft Greek
Form of tlio Sanskrit I'Qli-Simantn. Tl is namo had gone
out of iiao before the time of Ptolemy tl.o Geographer.

3. Taprobane.—Supposed to represent tho Sanskrit

T flmrapar ni ('red-leaved' or 'copper-coloured Hand'),

a slightly altered form of tho PAH Tart bap a fin?, which
found in tho inscription of Asokaon tho Girnar rock.

Vide ante, vol. V. p. 272.

4. Sal ie o (perhaps properly Saline), Screndivus,
Sirlcdiba, S-erondib, Z oil an, Ceylon. Thoso nrc

all considered to be derivatives from Sili a In, tho PAIi

form of Siiihala, 'tlio abodo of lions.' Tho affix dib
represents tlio Sanskrit dvipa,, ' an island.'

f Lassen has tried to accotfnt for tho namo Pnlaiogonoi

thus {Disserl.de insula Taprob. p. 9) :
—"Wo must suppose

that Mcgasthones was acquainted with tho Indian myth
that the first inhabitants of tho island were said to have
been Riiksbasas or giants, tho sons of the progenitors of

tho world, whom ho might not inaptly call Palaiogonoi."
Against this it may be remarked that, by this unusual term
and so uncommon, Mcgasthcncs meant to namo tho nation,

not doscribo it ; and next that Megasthuncs is not in the

habit of translating names, but of rendering them accord-

ing to sound with some degree of paronomasia'; lastly, that,

shortly after, wo find tho namo ofTaprobane and of its capital

ila\aia-iiiovv8os, quite like to naAmoyovoi. Accordingly as

Tiasscn explains nuXatmpovi>ftor, tho namo of the capital, hy
tho Sanskrit P&li-sim&nta (' head of tho sacred doctrine'),

I wpuld also prefor to explain tho name of the Palaiogonoi
from (ho Sanskrit' PAli-janfe (?.«. ' men of the sacrod doc-
trine').—Suh^anbcck, p. 38, n. 35.
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river flowing between : for one part of it abounds

with wild beasts and elephants much larger than

Tndia breeds, and man claims the other part.

Fuagm. XIX.
Antigon. Caryst. G47.

Of Marino Trees.

Megasthcnes, tlio author of the Twlika, men-

tions that trees grow in tho Indian Sea.

Fraum. XX.
Arr. Ind. 4. 2-13.

Of the Indus and tltc Gau(jc$.%

Sec translation of Arrian.

Futon. XX.B.

Pliny. Hist. Nat. VI. 21. 9—22. 1.

The Prinas§ and the Gain as (a tributary

of tho Ganges) are both navigable rivers. The

tribes which dwell by tho Ganges are tho C a 1 i u-

g so, || ncarost the sea, and higher up tho Mandei,

also the Malli, among whom is Mount Mall us,

tho boundary of all that region being tho Ganges.

Somo havo asserted that this river, like tho Nile,

rises from unknown sourcos, and in a similar way

waters tho country it flows through, while others

trace its source to the Skythian mountains. Nine-

teen rivers arc said to flow into it, of which, bo-

il;
Gonf. Epit. 15-19, and Notes on Arrian, Ind. Ant. vol.

V. pp. 331, 332.

§ V. L. Pumas.

,

|| A great and widely diffused tribe sottlcd mainly bo-

tweou the Mah&nadi and tho GodAvart. Their capital was
Partualis (called by Ptolemy Kalligra), on the
Mahftuadi, higher up than tho site oE Katak. The nainp is

preserved in K o r i n g a, a great port at the mouth of the

Godftvarf.
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aides those already mentioned, the Condochates,^[

Eramioboas, Cosoagus, and Sonus are navigable.

According to other accounts, it bursts at once with

thundering roar from its fountain, and tumbling

down a steep and rocky channel lodges in a lakis

as soon as it reaches the level plain, whence it

issues forth with a gentle current} being nowhere

less than eight miles broad, while its mean
breadth is a hundred stadia, and its least depth

twenty fathoms.*

Solin. 52. 6-7.

In India the largest rivers are the Ganges
and the I n d u s,—the Ganges, as some maintain,

rising from uncertain sources, and, like the Nile,

Tf V. LL. Cauucam, Vamam.
* " Tfao Bh&glrati (which wo shall here regard as the

true Ganges) first comos to light near Gangotrf, in the terri-

tory of Garhwfil, in lat. 30° 54', long. 79° 7", issuing from
under a very low arch, at the base of a great snow-bed,
estimated to be 300 feet thick, which lies between tho lofty

mountains termed St. Patrick, St. George, and the Pyramid,
the two higher having elevations above tho sea, respectively,

of 22,798 and 22,654 foot, and the other, on the opposite Bide,

having an elevation of 21,379. From the brow of this curious
wall of snow, and immediately above tho outlet of tho
stream, largo and hoary icicles depend. They are formed
by tho freezing of tho melted snow-water at Lie top of the
bed ; for in tho middle of the day the Bun is powerful, and
the water produced by its action falls over this place in

cascade, but is frozen at night .... At Sukh! the river

may be said to break though the ' Himalaya Proper,' and
the elevation of the waterway is hero 7,608 feet. At
Uevprag it is joined on the left side by the Alaknanda. . .

From Devprftg tho united stream is now called the
Ganges Its descent by the Dehra Dun is rather
rapid to Harldwar .... sometimes called Gangfldwara, or
' the gate of tho Ganges,' being situate on its western or
right bank at the southern base of the Sivalik range, here
intersected by a ravine or gorge by which the river, finally

leaving the mountainous region, commences its course over
the*plains of Hindustan. The breadth of the river in the
rainy season. . is represented to be a full mile."

—

Tliornton.
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overflowing it,s banks ; while, others tliink that it

rises in tlic Skythian mountains, hi India there

is also the rlupauis,f a very noble; vivor, which

formed the limit of Alexander's march, as the

aitars set up on its banks tastily. The least

breadth of the (hinges is eight miles, and the

greatest twenty? Its depth where least is fully

one hundred feet.

Cimf. rrngin. XXV. 1.

Some say that the least breadth is thirty stadia,

hut others only three; while Jlegastlioues snys

that the mean breadth is a hundred stadin, ami

its least depth twenty orguiai.

Phaiim. XXI.
.Ait. Jml. (5. i-?>.

Of Ik* Wci.r Sihtts.Z

See translation of Arriun.

KliAiiM. XXII.

UuiwMjindc, Auvcil. (ii'iii:. T. i>.
HII.

(if Ihn Ricor Situ*.

There is in India a river called the S i I a s,

named after the fountain from which it Hows,

on which nothing will float that is thrown into

t Tin 1 siiuii' ii;i the Mnpliiisis i>r Siillij.

4! St rah. 7'W, Dinil. .IT. 37, itnil iiflenvimN ,-wi arionymou .

wi'iti-r wlioiii Kiihnkcii (int 1'iilliiiftch. jnii/ui. p. ifr) hnx
praised, niid whom 1 iieronnt miiy bo read in lioisson. ,\arr,l.

iti'or. |. U!(. Tlu> naiiin i^ written 2tXXnv in Dimluriitf,

in Mini 1m StX/rty, but best SiXaf, in tin: epitome of iSlrtihn

and iu llio .'liifi'i/. OViiv. liiihr, 3(i!>, litirf cnlU-Heil the
julsisntjin from Klesius. Lassen has ulso illnst rated l.hi::

fah\<<' ('/..*itsrlinjl. II. <i») from Indian liU'intuiv :--" The
Indians think tlmt the river Silas is in (he north, (hat. il

pel rilies everything pliiiif,'<'d in it, tvheuce rvurytliiin; ninkc

and nothing mviiii.i.'' (Cunf. Mnh-UiliAr. II. IKiH.) Sila

moans 'it .stone.'—Si-lnv. p. #7, n- •'*-.
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of the chasm (hey voluntarily leap in, and dis-

appear for ever from human sight so .soon as they

fall into this mysterious and viewless cavern

06 the earth. But above
#
there are heard the

bellowings of oxijn, the bleating of sheep, the

neighing of horses, and the plaintive cries of

goats, and if any one goes near enough to the

edge and closely applies his ear he will«hear afar

off the sounds just mentioned. This commingled

sound is onerthat never ceases, for every day that

passes men bring new victims to be their sub-

stitutes. Whether the cries of the animals last

brought only are heard, or the cries also of those

brought before, I know not,—all I know is that

the cries are heard. .

(17) In the sea which has been mentioned they

say there is a very large island, of which, as I hear,

the name is Taproband. From what I can

learn, it appears to be a very long and mountainous

island, having alength of 7000 stadia anda breadth

of5000.*!" It has not, however, any cities, but only

villages, ofwhich the number amounts to 750. The

houses in which the inhabitants lodge themselves

are made of wood, and sometimes also of reeds.

(18.) In the sea which surrounds the islands,

tortoises are bred ofso vast a size that their shells

are employed to make roofs for the houses : for a

shell, being fifteen cubits in length, can hold a

If In the classical writers tho size of this island is uiwayx

greatly exaggerated. Its actual length from north to

south i»27U miles, and its breadth from east to west 137J,

and ite circuit about 650 miles. t
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good many people under it, screening them frofri

the scorching heat of the sun, besides affording

them a welcome shade. But, more than this, it

is a protection against the violence of storms.of

rain far more effective" than tiles, for it at once

shakes off the rain that dashes against it, while

those under its shelter hear the "rain rattling as

on the roof of a house. At all events they do

not require to shift their abode, like those whose

tiling is shattered, for the shell is h?rd and like

a hollowed rock and the vaulted roof of a natural

cavern.

The island, then, in the great sea, which they

call Taprobane, has palm-groves, where the trees

arc jilanted with wonderful regularity all in a row,

in the way wo sec the keepers of pleasure-parks

plant out shady trees in the choicest spots. It

has also herds of elephants, which are there very

numerous and of the largest size. These island

elephants are more powerful than those of the

mainland, and in appearance larger, and may

be pronounced to be in every possible way more

intelligent. The islanders export them to the

mainland opposite in boats, which they construct

expressly for this traffic from wood supplied

by the thickets of the island, and they dispose

of their cargoes to the king of the Kalingai.

On account of the great size of the island, the

inhabitants of the interior have never seen the

si a, bat pass their lives as if resident on a con-

tinent, though tno doubt they learn from others
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that they are all around enclosed by the sea.

The inhabitants, again, of the coast have no

practical acquaintance with elephant-catching,

a*d know of it only by report. All their energy

is devoted to earthing fish and the monsters of

the deep ; for the sea encircling the island is

reported to breed an incredible number of fish,

both of the smaller fry and of the monstrous

sort, among the latter being some which have the

heads of licais and of panthers and of other wild

beasts, and also of rams; and, what is stil^a

greater marvel, there are monsters which in all

points of their shape resemble satyrs. Others

are in appearance like women, but, instead of

having locks of hair, arc furnished with prickles.

It is even solemnly alleged that this sea contains

cei'tain strangely formed creatures, to represent

which in a picture would baffle all the skill of the

artists of the country, even though, with a view to

make a profound sensation, they arc wont to

paint monsters which consist of different parts of

different animals pieced together. These have

their tails und the parts which are wreathed of

great length, and have for ' feet* cither claws

or fins. I learn further that they are amphibi-

ous, and by night graze on the pasture-fields, for

they eat grass like cattle and birds that pick

up seeds. They have also a great liking for the

date when ripe enough to drop from the palms,

and accordingly they twist their coils, which are

supple, and large enough for the purpose, around
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these trees, and shake them so violently that

the dates come tumbling down, and afford them

a welcome repast. Thereafter when the night

begins gradually to wane, but before there is yet

clear daylight, they disappear by plunging into

the sea just as the first flush of morjiing faintly

illumines its surface. They sky whales also

frequent ,this sea, though it is not true that

they come near the shore lying in wait for

thunnies. The dolphins arc reported to be of

two 3orts—one fierce and armed with sharp-

pothted teeth, which gives endless trouble to the

fisherman, and is of a remorselessly cruel disposi-

tion, while the other kind is naturally mild and

tame, swims about in the friskiest way, and is

quite like a fawning dog. It does not run away

when any one tries to stroke it, and it takes with

pleasure any food it is offered.

(19.) The sea-hare, by which I now mean the

kind found in the great sea (for of the kind found

in the other sea I have already spoken), re-

sembles in every particular the land hare ex-

cept only the fur, which in the case of the

land animal ,\s soft and lies smoothly down, and

does not resist the touch, whereas its brother

of the sea has bristling hair which is prickly, and

inflicts a wound on any one who touches it. It

is said to swim atop of the sea-ripple without ever

diving below, and to be very rapid in its move-

ments. To catch it alive is no easy matter, as it

never falls into sthe net, nor goes near the line and
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bait of the fishing-rod. When it suffers, how-

ever,- from disease, and, being in consequence

hardly able to swim, is cast out on shore, then if

anyone touches it with his hand death ensues ifhe

is not attended to,—nay, should one, were it only

with a staff, touch* this dead hare, he is affected in

the same way A those who have touched a basi-

lisk. But a root, it is said, grows along the coast

of the island, well known to every one, which

is a remedy , for the swooning which ensues. It

is brought close to the nostrils of the person who
has fainted, who thereupon recovers conscious-

ness. But should the remedy not be applied the

injury proves fatal to life, so noxious is the

vigour which this hare has at its command.

Frag. XT. B. follows here*

(22.) There is also a race called the S k i r a-

t a i,f whose country is beyond India. They are

* This is the fragment in which JElian describes the

one-horned animal which he calls the Kartawm. Rosen

-

mfiller, who has treated at largo of tho unicorn, which he
identifies with the Indian rhinoceros, thinks that ^Elian

probably borrowed his account of it from Kte'sias, who
when in Persia may have heard exaggerated accounts of it,

or may have seen it represented in(sculpture with varia-

tions from its actual appearance. Tychsea derives its name
from Kerd, an old name, he says, of the rhinoceros itself,

and tanan, i.e., cv/rrens velox, vrniens. Throe animals

were spoken of by the ancients as having asingle_ horn—the

African Oryx, the Indian Ass, and what is specially called

the Unicorn. Vide cmte, p. 59.

t Vide ante, Fragm. xxx. 3, p. 80, and p. 74, notet, where
they are identified with the Kir&tas. In tho R6.md.yama

there is a passage quoted by Lassen (Zeitschr. f. Kunde d.

Morgenl. II. 40) where are mentioned "the Kiratas, some
of whom dwell inMount Mandara, others use their ears as a

covering ; they are horrible, black-faced, with but one foot
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snub-nosed, either because in (he tender years of
infancy their nostrils are pressed down, and con-
tinue to be so throughout their after-life, o
because such is the natural shape of the organ
Serpents of enormous size are bred in tbei.
country, of which some kinds seize the cattle when
at pasture and devour them, while ether kinds only
suck the blood, as do the Aigithelai in Greece, of
which I have already spoken in the proper place.

but very fleet,, who cannot be exterminated, are bravemen and cannibals." (Schwanbeek, p. 66.) f Lassen places
011c branch of them on the south bank of the Kausi iu
Pupal, and another in Tipera.—Ed. hid. Ant.'}
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INTRODUCTION.

Arrian, who variously distinguished himself

as a philosopher, a statesman, a soldier, and an

historian, was bora in Nikoroedia, in Kithynia,

towards the end of the first century. He became

a pupil ofthe philosopher ilpiktetos, whose lcffi'res

he published. Having been appointed prelect of

Kappadokiaunder theemperorHadrian, hoacquired

during his administration a practical knowledge

of the tactics of'war in repelling an attack made up-

on his province by the Alani and Massagetaj. His

talents recommended him to the favour of the

succeeding emperor, Antoninus Pius, by whom he

was raised to the consulship (a.d. 146'). In his

later years he retired to his native town, where he

applied his leisure to the composition of works on

history, to which he was led by his admiration of

Xenophon. Ho died at an advanced age,.in the

reign of the, emperor Marcus Aurclins. The work

by which he is best known 'fa hyj account of

the Asiatic expedition of Alexander the Great,

which is remarkable alike for the accuracy of its

narrative, andtbeXenophontic case and clearness,

if not the perfect purity, of its style. His work

on India ('Iv&k^ or to 'hHum) may be regarded as

a continuation of his Anabasis, though it is not

written, like the Anabasis, in the Attic dialect, but

in the Ionic. The reason may have been that he
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wished his work to supersede the old and less

accurate account of India written in Ionic by Kte-

Bias of Knidos.

Tho hiik consists of three parts :—the fiwt

gives a general description of India, based chiefly

on tho accounts of the country ' given by Megas-

thenfe and ErauOsthcnSs (chaps i-xvii.); tho

second gives an account of the voyage made by

Nearchos the Kretan from the Indus to the

Fasitigris, based entirely on the narrative of

the voyage written by Nearchos himself (chaps.

xviji.-xlii,); the third contains a collection of

proois to show that the southern parts of the world

are uninhabitable on account of tho great heat

(chap. xE to the end),



THE INDIKA OF ARRIAN.

I. The* regions beyond the,river I n d u s on

the west are inhabited, up to the river K dp h e u,

by two Indian tribes, the A s t a k e n a i and the

Assakenoi, who are not men of great stature

like the Iudians on the other side of the Indus,

nor so brave, nor yet so swarthy as most Indians.

They Were in old times subject to the Assyrians,

then after a period of Median rule submitted to

the Persians, and paid to K y r o s the son of

Kambysfo the tribute from their land which

Kyros had imposed. The N y s a i o i , however,

are not an Indian race, but descendants of those,

who came into India with Dionysos ,—perhaps

not only of those Greeks who had been disabled

for service in the course of the wars which

Dionysos waged against the Indians, but perhaps

also of natives of the country whom Dionysos,

with their own consent, had settled along with the

Greeks. The district in which he* planted this

colony he named N y s a i a, after Mount Nysa,

and the city itself N y s a.* But the mountain

*' Nysa, the birthplace of the wine-god, was placed,

according to fancy, anywbero up and down the world

wherever tho vine was found to flourish. Now, as the

region watered by the K6ph.es was in no ordinary measure

feradious of the joyous tree, there was consequently a Nysa
somewhere upon its banks. Lassen doubted whether there
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close by the city, and on the lower slopes of which

it is built, is designated Meros, from the accident

which befell the god immediately after his birth.

These stories about Dionysos arc of course but

fictions of the poets, aAd wc leave them to the

learned among the Greeks or Barbarians to ex-

plain as they may. In the dofniuions of the

Assakcnoi there is a great city called M a s-

s a k a, the seat of the sovereign power which

controls the whole reahn.f And there is an-
c

other city, Pcuk ulai t i s, which is also of

gr!!ftfc;.Ize and not far from the Indus.£ These

wasacifcytotfio name: bntM. de St.-Martin islessscpptionl,

and would identify it- with an existing villa™i.» which pre-
serves tivecsof its iiaiiio, being called Nyflitta. This, lie say*,

is near tho northern bank f>f tho river of Kabul at less

than *w.i lcasrneq Ih'Iow Uashlnaijiir, and may suitably re-

present tlio Sy<-i •(" i In-* historians. This place, he adds,
ought, to bo oF .Median or iVivia.ii foundation, Biuce. the
nomenclature is Iranian, tlio namo o[ Nyaa or Nisava which
figures in tin? cnftinoffoiiic geograph / of tho Zi'whivesta

beinj? one whjch is J'ar-siiread in tlm countries of ancient
Iran. He refers hit-' readers for remarks on this point, to
A. de Humboldlvs Cri)tr<l Asia, 1. pp. lift neq. ed. 1843.

t Massaka (other forms are Massa<;», Masaga, and
Mazaga.)—Tho Sanskrit M a*akft, a. pity situated near the

Gauri. /JurtiiM states that it was defended by a rapid

river on its eastern side. When attacked by Alexander, it

held out for four days against all his assaults.

'

J PeukelaV is (other forms—Peiikelnotis, Peukolitw,

Peukelaotis). " The (Jreek name of Peukelaotis or Peuko-.
la.itis was immediately derived from Pukkalaoti, which is

the Tali or spoken form of the Sanskrit Pushkalav a ti.

It is also called Ponkelns by Arrian, and the people are

named Peukalei by Dionysius Periegetes, which are

both closo transcripts of the PAH P u k k a 1 a. The form of

ProklaTs, which is found in Arriau's 1'm-iplux of the Ery~
thrwan Sea and also in Ptolemy's Geography, is perhaps
only an attempt to tfive the Hindi name of Pokhar,
instead of the .Sanskrit P n s h k a r a." So General Gun-
Dinghaiu, who fixed its position at " the two largo town*
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settlements lie on the other side of the river

Indus, and extend in a westward direction as far

as the Kop hen.

,11. Now the countries which lie to the east

of the Indus I take to be *I n d i a Proper, and

the people who inhahit tljpm to be Indians.!?

The northern boundaries of IndAi so defined are

formed by Mount T auro s, though the range

does not retain that name in these parts. Tauros

begins from the sea which washes the coasts

of J'amphylia, Lykia, and Kilikia, and stretches

away towards the Eastern Sea, intersecting* i-tie

whole continent of Asia. The range bears dif-

ferent names in the different countries which

it traverses. In one place it is called Para-

p a mi sos, in another Emodos,|| and iu a

Paransr nnd Ghilrradn, which form part of Ihe well-known
Has lit n fi jjar. or ' eight cities,' tliat are suited closo to-

gether on tlic eastern bunk of the lower JSwf.t river." The
position indicated is nearly seventeen miles to I In- north-

east of Pc-hhfiivnr. Pus hi a hi, according to Prof. Wilson,

is still reprcsenti d by the nu'dern Pckh cly or Pakholi,

in tho neighbourhood of Peshawar.

§ In limiting Indifi to the eastern side of tho Indus,

.Arrinn cxproscs tho view generally lield in antiquity,

which would appear to he also that of the Hindus them-
selves, sineerthey are forbidden by one of their old tradi-

tions to cross tlilit river. Much, lnnvVver, may he «iid for

the theory which would extend India to the foot of tho

'great mountain ranges of Hindu Kush and Parapaniisos.

There is, for instance, tho fact that in the region lying

between these mountains and tho Indus many places either

now bear, or liavo formerly borne, names whieh can with
certainty bo traced to Sanskrit sources. The subject is

diBenssed at some length in Blphinstone's Hixtunj ofIndia,

pp. 331-«, also by de St-Mnrtin.—E'lvde, pp. 9-14.

||
Parapainisoa (other forms—-Paropamisos, Paro-

pamissos, Pnropanisos). This denotps the great moun-
tain range now called Hind A Knsh, supposed to
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third I m a o a , and it has perhaps other names

besides. The Makedonians, again, who served

with Alexander called it K a u k a s o s,—this

being another Kaukasos and distinct from the

Skythian, so that the story went that Alexander

penetrated to the regions beyond Kaukasos.
> :

—

t
bo a corrnptod form of " Indicus Caucasus," the name
given to tb,c range by the Macedonians, either to flatter

Alexander, or because they regarded it as a. continuation of
Kaukasos. Arrinn, however, and others held it to bo a
continuation of Tauros. Tho mountains belonging to
tho range which lie to tho north of the Kabul river are
called N i a h a'd h a, (see Lassen, Ind. Alt. l..p. 22, note), a
Slterifist word which tippeuro perhaps in tho form Paro-
panisos, which is that given by Ptolemy. According to
Pliny, the Skythians called Mount Caucasus Graucasis,
a word which represents the Indian name of Paropamisos,
Gravakshas, which Hitter translates " aplcndc-nles

rupium mantes." .According to CJenerul Cunningham, the
Mount P a r e a h or Aparasin of tho ZemJavi-stn cor-

responds with the Paropaniisos of the Greeks, l'aro, the
first part of the word, St.-Murtin says, represents un-
doubtedly tho Pa.ru or Paruta of the local dialeets

(in Zend, rurauta meaning mountain). He acknow-
ledges, however, that he cannot assign any reason why the
syllabic j>a has been intercalated betweeu the vocables

pai-u and nishada to form the Paropanisadw of the
Greek. The first Greek writer who mentions' the range is

Aristotle, who calls it Parnassos : see his MeteoroL I. 18.

Hindu. Kn sh generally designates now the eastern part

of the range, and Paroparoisos tho western. Accord-
ing to 'Sir Alexander Barnes, the na.mo Hindu Kush is

unknown to the Afghftns, but there is a pattieular peak
and also a pass, bearing that name betweou Afghanistan
end Turkestan.—E mod on (other forms—Emoda, Emo-
don, Hemodes). The name generally designated that part
of the Himalayan range which extended along Nepal aud
Bhfttan and onward towards the ocean. Lassen derives

the word from the Sanskrit lisiimavata, in Prakrit havmota,
' snowy.' If this bo so, ' Hnmodos' is the more correct

form. Another derivation refers the word to " hfrnMiri*

{kemob, gold, and oAt i, mountain), ' tho golden mountains/
—so called either because they were thought to contain

gold mines, or because of the aspect they presented when
their snowy peaks reflected the golden effulgence of snnsot.
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On the west the boundaries of India are*

marked by the river Indus all the way to tbe

great ocean into which it pours its waters, which

it •does by two mouths. These mouths are not

close to each other, like the five mouths of the

I s t e r (Danube), but diverge Jikc those of the

N i 1 e, by which the Egyptian delta is formed.

The Indus in like manner makes an Indian delta,

which is not inferior in area to the Egyptian, and

is called in the Indian tongue P a 1 1 a 1 a.^[

On the south-west, again, and on the soutlj,

India is bounded by the great ocean just "men-

tioned, which also forms its boundary on the east.

The parts toward the south about Pattala and

the river Indus were seen by Alexander and many
of the Greeks, but in an eastern direction Alex-

«jf
Pattala.—The name of the Delta was properly

Fatal one, and FA tain was its capital. This wits

situated at the head of the Delta, where the western stream
of the Indus bifurcated. Thatha has generally been
regarded as its modern representative, but General Cun-
ningham would "almost certainly" identify it with
Nirankol or Haidarah&d, of which P&talpur
and Pfttasila ('flat rock') were old appellations. With
regard to the name Fatala he suggests that " it nA,y have
been derived from P&tala, the trumpet flower" (Bignunia
svaveolens), *' in allusion to the trumpet shapo of the pro-

vince included- between the eastern and western branches
of the mouth of the Indus, as the two branches as thoy
approach the sea curve outward like the month of a trum-
pet." Bitter, however, says :

—
" Fatal*1 is the designa-

tion bestowed by the Brahmans on all the provinces in the
west towards sunsot, in antithesis to Frasiaka (the

eastern realm) in Ganges.land : for P&til/i is the mytholo-
gical name in Sanskrit of the under-world, and conse-

quently of the land of the west." Arrian's estimate of the
magnitude of the Delta is somewhat excessive. The length

of its base, from the Fitti to the Kori mouth, was less than
1000 stadia, while that of the Egyptian Delta was 1300.
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xnder did not penetrate beyond the river II \-

p li a s i s, though a few authors have described

the country as far as the river Gauges and

the parts near its niouths and the city of P <a-

limbothra, which is the ^.greatest in India,

and situated neap; the Ganges.

III. I .thttll now state the dimensions of India,

and in dokig so let me follow Eratosthenes
of Kyreufi as the safest authority, for this Kra-

tosthenos made its circuit a subject of special

imjuirv.* He states, then, that if aline be drawn

from Mount Tauros, where the Indus has its

springs, along the course of that river and as far

as the great ocean and the mouths of the Indus,

this side of India will measure 13,000 stadia.

f

But the contrary side, which diverges from the

same point of Tauros and runs along the Eastern

Sea, he makes of a much different length, for

there is a headland which projects far out into the

* Schinieder, from whose text I translate, has here

altered (perhaps unnecessarily) the reading of the MSS.
from rfys itepioduv to ytjs Tre/nobov. The measurements
given by Strata are more accurut'i than thoge of Arrian.

They are, however, iut at all wide of the mark; General
Cunningham, iutleed, remarks that their close agreement
with the actual size of the couutry is very remarkable, and
shows, ho adds, that the Indians, even at that early date in

their history, had a very accurato knowledge of the form
and extent of their native land.

f The Olympic stadium, 'which was in perioral use
throughout Greece, contained 600Grcokfcet "-- 625 Roman
feet, or 606$ English feet. Too Uoman mile containod

eight stadia, being about half a stadium less than an
English mile. The schoinos (mentioned below) was ~ 2
Persian parasangs — 60 stadia, but was generally taken at

haif that length. ,
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sea, and this headland is in length about 3*000

stadia. The eastern side of India would thus by

his calculation measure 16,000 stadia, and this is

wjiat he assigns as the breadth of India. The
length, again, from west to'cast as far as the city

oF P a 1 i m b o I h r a he sets down, he says, as

it had been measured by tchaan) since there ex-

isted a royal highway, and he gives it as 10,000

stadia. But as for the parts beyond they were

not measure^ with equal accuracy. Those, how-

ever, who write from mere hearsay allege that

the breadth of India, inclusive of the hi-niknd

which projects into the sea, is about 10,000 stadia,

while the length measured from the coast is about

20,000 stadia. But K t 6 s i a s of Knidos says

that India equals in size all the rest of Asia, which

is absurd; while Oncsikritos as absurdly

declares that it is the third part of the whole

earth. Nearchos, again, says that it takes

a journey of four months to traverse even the

plain of India ; while Megast heads, who

calls the breadth of India its extent from east to

west, though others call this its length, says that

where shortest the breadth "is 1,0,000 stadia,

and that its length—by which he means its ex-

tent from north to south—is, where narrowest,

22,300 stadia. But, whatever be its dimensions,

the rivers of India are certainly the largest to

be found in all Asia. The mightiest are the

Ganges and the Indus, from which the

country receives Us name. Botlj are greater than
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the Egyptian Nile and the Skythian later
even if their streams were united into one. I

think, too, that even the A k e s i n 6 s is greater

than either the Ister or the Nile where it jojns

the Indus after receiving its tributaries the II y-

d a s p e s and the Ilydraotes, sjnee it is at

that point so much as 300 stadiaIn breadth. It

is also pqssible that there are even many other

larger rivers which take their course through

India.
„

IV. liut I am unable to give with assur-

ance*?;! being accurate any information regarding

the regions beyond the H y p h a s i s, since the

progress of Alexander was arrested by that river.

But to recur to the two greatest rivers, the Gan-
ges and the Indus. Mcgasthenos states

that of the two the G a n g c s is much the larger,

and other writers who mention the Ganges agree

with him ; for, besides being of ample volume

even where it issues from its springs, it receives

as tributaries the river K

a

i n a s, and the Eran-

noboas, and the Kossoanos, which are all

navigable. It receives, besides, the river S o n o s

and the S i t, t o k a t i s, and the S o 1 o m a t i s,

which arc also navigable, and also the Rondo*
c h a 1 6 s, and the S a m b o s, and the M a g 6 u,

and the Agoranis, and thcOmalis. More-

over there fall into it the Kommenases, a

great river, and the. K ako uth is, and the

Andomatis, which flows from the dominions

of the M a d y«t n d i n o i, an Indian tribe. In
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addition to all these, the A m y s t i s, which flows

past the city Katadapa, and the Oxyrai-

g i s from the dominions of a trihe called the

Pin z ala i, and the Errenysis from the

Ma t ha i, an Indian trihe, unite with the Ganges. J
, «

J Arrian here Awmerates seventeen tributaries of the
Ganges. The number is .given us nineteen by Pliny, who
adds the Prinas anil the Jomands, which Arrian elsewhere
(cap. viii.) mentions wider the name of the Jobares. Those
tributaries have been nearly ail identified by the
researches of, such learned men as Kennel, Wilford,
Sculcgel, Lassen, and Hchwanbcdk. M. do St.-J1artin,

in reviewing their conclusions, clears np a few poinla

which thoy had left in donbl, or wherein ho thiiiim tlifly

had erred. I shall now shew bow ciieb of the nineteen
tributaries has been identified.

Ka'inas.—This has been identified with the Kan, orKane,
or Kcna, which, however, is only indirectly a tributary of the
Ganges, as it falls into the Jaranu. The Sanskrit name of

the Kau is Sona, and Scbwnnbeck (p. 36) objects to the
identification that the Greeks invariably represent the Sans-

krit ( by their >7, and never by at. St.-Martin attaches

uo importance to tins objection, and gives the Sanskrit
equivalent as Kaiana.

Krranoboas.—As Arrian informs us (cap. s.) that
Paliiubothra(L' Ataliptitra, Patni") was situated

at the confluence of tliis river with the Ganges, it must
be identilied with the river S 6 n, whieli formerly join-

ed the Ganges u. little above Uankipnr, the western

suburb of I'iitnft, from which its embouchure fcs now
1C miles distant and higher up the Ganges. The word no
doubt represents the Sanskrit H i r a n^ a v A h a (' carrying

gold') or rliranyahahu ('having golden an*s'), which are

both poetical names of the Sim. Megastheues, however,
and Arrian, both mako the Erannoboas and the Son to bo
distinct rivers, and hence some would identify the former
with the Gandak (Sanskrit Gandaki), which, accord-

ing to Lassen, was called by tho Buddhists lliranyavati,
or ' tlie golden.' It is, however, too small a stream to suit

the description of- the Erannoboas, that it was the largest

river in India after the Ganges and Indus. Tho Son may
perhaps in tho time of Mogasthencs have joined the Ganges
by two channels, which he may have mistaken for separate

rivers.
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Regarding these streams Mcgastheuusas-
serts that none of them is inferior to the M a i-

Ko bo an os.—Cosoagns is tlio form of the name in

Pliny, and heneo it hiis been taken to bo the representa-
tive of tho Sanskrit K a.ulhiki, tbc river now vailed tlie

Kosi. Schwanhcck, however, thinks it represents the
SanskritKusAvSJia ('treasure-bearing ), and tlmt it is there-

fore an epithet of V.ie S ft n, like IliranyavfUia, wliich has
the same meaning. It seems somcmiat to favour this

view that ArriaTi iu his enumeration places tho Kosoa-
nos betwccfi the Kraunoboas and the Son.
Son os.—Tho S6n, wliieh now joins tho Ganges ten

miles above Dinfipur. The word is considered to be a
contraetiou of the Sanskrit Suvarnii (Suvanna).
' golden,' and may have been given as a name to the river

aitlier because its Hands were yellow, or because they
contained gold dust.

Sittokatis.—It has not been ascertained what river

was denoted by this name, but St.-Martin thinks it may
be the representative of the SudakfintsV-a river now
unknown, but mentioned in the .MaliAblifwata, along
with tho KousadharA (tho Kosi), the SadAntra (the Kara-
toya), and the Adhriebya (the Atreyi), from which it w
evident that it l>elonged to tho northern parts of Bengal.
Solomatis.—It has not been ascertained wliat river

was denoted by -this name. General Cunningham iu one
of his maps gives the Solomatis as a name oftho S a r a u j u
or Sarju, a tributary of tho Ghagrft ; whilo Konfey and
others would identify it with Iho famous S a ra s v a 1 1 or
Sarsnti, which, according to tho legends, after disappearing
underground,.-joined tho Ganges at Allahabad. There is

more probability, however, in Lrsseti's suggestion, that
tho word somewhat erroneously transliterates mrdvatt,
the natne of a city of Koaola mentioned by KftlidAsa and
in tho Puriinas, where it apiiears generally in the form
gravasii. This city « tood on a river which, though nowhere
mentioned by Uame, must also liave been called Sa.rQ.eatt,

since there is an obvious connexion between that name and
the name by which the river of that district is now known

—

the Bapti.
Kondochatos.—Now the Gandak,—in Sanskrit,

Gandaki or Gandakavati (fiu>0Ktp6tts),—because of its

abounding in a kind of alligator having a horn-like

projection on its nose. It skirted tho eastern border of

Kosala, joining the GangoB opposite Palibothra,

Sambo s.—This has no Sanskrit equivalent. It perhaps
designated the G um t f, which is said to go by thename of
the S a m b o u at«a part of its course below Lncknow.
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i n d r o s, even at the navigable part of its course

;

uid as for the Ganges, it has a breadth where

Miigo d.—According to Mannert the R & m g a n g A, but
rgrach more probably tbc MakAnada, now tbe M~a bona, the
principal river of Magadka, whiih joins tbo GangcB not far
below PAlnA.
Agoranis.—According t* Rcnnel (bo Ghagrfi—a.

word derived from tho Sanskrit Gharghara ('of

gurgling 8ound'),'but according to St.-Martin it must bo
some one or other of the G&ourisso abundant in the
river nomenclature of Northern India. The vulgar form is

G aurana.
O m a 1 i s has not boon identified, but Schwanbeck

remarks tbaA| the word closely agrees with tho Sanskrit
V i in a 1 a (' stainless'), a common epithet of rivers.

KomracrniBOs.—Hoiinel and Lassen identify <j)iis

with the K a r ni a n A s a {bnn-onim nperum desltnttrix), a
small river which joins tho Ganges above Baxar. Accord-
ing to a Hindu legend, whoever touches the water of this

river loses all the merit of his good works, this being trans-

ferred to the nymph of tho stream.
Kakouthi s.—Mannert erroneously takes this* to bo tbe

Gum it. Lassen identifies it with tbe Kukouttha of tbe
Buddhist chronicles, and hence with the Uagnmtti, tho
Bhagavati of Sanskrit.

Andflmati s.—Though t by Lassen to bo connected with
tbe Sanskrit Andhamati (tnnebricosnx), which he would
identify, therefore, with tho T Am as A, (now the Tonsa),
the two names being identical in meaning ; but, as the river

canio from the country of tho Madyandini (Sanskrit

M a d h y a n d i n a, meridionalis),—that is, the people of
the Smith,—Wilford's conjecture that the Andomatis is tho
Dammuda, tho river which flows by Bardwan, is more
likely to be correct. Tho Sanskrit nanio of the Dauunuda
is Dharmadaya.
Am y s ti s.—The city Katadupa,*vhich this river passes,

Wllford would identify with Katwa or Outwa, in Lower
Bengal, which is situated on the western branch of the

delta of tho Ganges at tho confluenco of tho Adji. As the

Sanskrit form of the name of Katva should be Katadvfpa
' (dvipa, an island'), M. de St.-Martin thinks this conjecture

has much probability in its favour. Tho Amystis may
therefore bo the Adji, or Ajavati as it is called in

Sanskrit.

x ym a g i s.—The Pazalai or Passalai, called in Sans-

krit Pankala, inhabited the DoSb, and through this or

the region adjacent flowed the Ikshumati ('abounding



narrowest of one hundred stadia, while in many

places it spreads out into lakes, so that when the

country happens to he flat and destitute of eleva-

tions the opposite shores cannot be seen from

each other. The Indus presents also, he says,

similar characteristics. "The H y d r a &to s, flow-

ing from the dominions of the Kd-mbistholi,
falls into the Akesines after receiving the

II y p h a s i s in its passage through the

Astrybai, as well as the Sa ranges from

the K e k i a n s, and the Neudros from the

A 1 1 a"V~e n o i. The Ilydaspes again, rising

in the dominions of the Oxydrakai, and bring-

ing with it the S i n a r o s, received in the

dominion of the A r i s p a i, falls itself into the

A k e s i u 6 s, while the Akesines joins the

Indus in the dominions of the Malloi, but

not until it has' received the waters of a great

name, since tho letters r and T in Grcok could readily be
confounded. The form of the nomo in Mcgasthenea may
have been Oxymctis.

Errenysis closely corresponds to Varanasi, tlio

name of •Hariftras in Sanskrit,—so called from tho rivers

VArAnn. and Asi, which jointhe Ganges in ita neighbourhood.
The M a t h a i, it has heen thought, may be the pcojplo of
Magadha. St.-Miwtin would fix their position in tho timo of
Mogasthencs in the country between tho lower part of tho
Gumtl and the Ganges, adding that as tho Journal of
Uiwen ThsAng places their capital, Matipura, at a little

distance to the east of the upper Ganges near GaiigA-
dvara, now HardwAr, they must have extended their

namo and dominion by tho traveller's time far beyond
thoir original bounds. Tho Prinas, which Arrian hsa
omitted, St.-Martin would identify with tho TAmasA, which
is otherwise called the FarnAsA, and belongs to tho same
part of the country as tho Kainas, in connexion with which
rliny mentions the prinas.
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tributary, the Toutapos. Augmented by

all these confluents the A k e s i n e s succeeds

in imposing its name on the combined waters,

and still retains it till it unites with the I n d u s.

The K o p h e n, too, falls into the Indus, rising

in P c u k c
t
l a ii t'i s, and bringing with it the M a-

1 a n t o s, and *Jie S o a s t o s, and the G a r r o i a.

Higher up than these, the P a r c n o s and S a-

pamos, at no great distance from each other,

empty themselves into the Indus, as docs also

the S o a n o s, which comes without a tributary

from the hill-country of the A b i s s a r t-a u s.§

§ Tribultvries of the. Indus

:

—Arrian Las hero named
only 13 tributaries of this Indus (in Sanskrit Siudhu, in the
I'cri'pl&s of the Krytli/roian Sea, Sinthos"), but in Ma Ana-
basis (v. (5) ho states that the. number was 15, which is also

the number given by Strabu. 1'liny reckons them at 19.

Uydraotds.—Other forms aro Bhouadis and Hy-
arotis. It is now called the Ravi, the name being a
contraction of the Sanskrit Airavati, which means
'abounding in water,' or 'tho daughter of Air&vat,' the
elephant of Indra, who is said to have generated tho river by
striking his tusk against the rock whence it issues. His
namo has reference to bis ' ocean' origin. The name of tho
Kambistholai does not occur elsewhere. Schwanbeok
(p. 33) conjeeturcs that it may represent tlio Sanskrit

Kapistbala, 'ape-land,' the letter m being insirted, as

in 'Palirabotliro,.' Ho rejects Wilson's suggestion that

the people rifeiy bo identical with tho Kambojce. Arrian

errs in making the Hyphasis a tributary ub the Hydraotes,

for it falls into theAkosinfis below its junction with

that river. See on this point St.-Martin, E'tude, p. 396.

Hyphasis (other forms aro Bibasis, Hypasis, and Hy-
pauis).—In Sanskrit tho VipSsa, and now tho By as a or

Bias. It lost its name on being joined by the Satadru,
* tho hundred-channelled,' the Zaradros of Ptolemy, now
the Satloj. The.Aatrob a i are not mentioned by any
writer except Arrian.

Saranges.—According to Schwanbeok, this word
represents the Sanskrit S a r a n g a, ' six-limbed.' It is

not known what river it designated. Thg Kckians, through



According to M e g a s t h e n e s most of these

rivers are navigable. Wc ought not, therefore, to

whose country it flowed, wore called in Sanskrit, according
to Lassen, Sekaya. (

Noudrosis notknowU. TheAttakenoi are like-

wise unknown, unless their name is another form of

. Assalienoi. «,

H y d a s p e s.—Wdaspcs is the form in Ptolemy, which
makes a nearer approach to its SanskritAamc—the Vitasta.
It is now the Be hut or <T h e 1 am ; called also by the
inhabitants t>u its banks tho B e d u s t a, ' widely spread.'

It is the "fabulosus Hydaspes" ofHorace, and the " Modus
(i.e. Eastern) Hydaspes" of Virgil. It formed the western
boundary of tho dominions of Poros. »

A. k e s i n e s.—Now the C h e n & b : its Sanskrit name
A%iikni ('dark -coloured') is met with in the hymns of the
Veda.^it was called afterwards Clmndrabhfiga (portio

ifuti.ee) . This would be represented in GTeek by San-
drophagos,—a word in sound bo like Awlrophagos or
Ale-;eandropluu)os (' devourer of Alexander') that tho fol-

lowers of the great conqueror changed the name to avoid
tho evil omen,—tho more so, perhaps, on account of tho
disaster which befell the Makedonian fleet at the turbulent

junction of the river with tho Hydaspes. Ptolemy gives its

name as Ha/ndabaga, (Sandabala by an error on the part of
copyists), which is -an exact transcription of the Prakrit
Chandabaga, of which word the Cantabra of Pliny is a
greatly altered form. Tho Malli, in whose country this

river joins the Indus, are tho Malava of Sanskrit, whose
name is prescribed in tho Ifult&n of the present day.

Toutapos.—Probably tho lower part of tho Satadru
or Satlej.
K 6 p h e n.—Another form of the name, used by Stra-

bo, Plury, Ac, is Kophe s, -eHs. It is now tho Kabul
river. The threo rivers here named as its tributaries pro-

bably correspond to Kie Suvftstu, Gauri, and Kam-
pana mentioned in tho 6th book of the MaMbMraty.
The Soastos is no doubt the Suvastu, and the Garoaa tho

Gauri. Curtius and Strabo call the Suastus tho Cho-
aspes. According to Manncrt the Suastus and the
Garroa or Guroeus were idontical. Lassen, however (JnA.

Alterthums. 2nd ed. II. 673 ff.), would identify the

Suastus with tho modern SuwadorSvat, and tho Ga-
rasus with its tributary thePanjkora; and this is the
view adopted by Cunningham. The Malamantos some
would identify with tho Chocs (mentioned by Arrian,

Anabasis iv. 25), which is probably represented by the

K a m e h or Kb. o {i a r, the largest of the tributaries of the
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distrust what we are told regarding the Indus
and the Gauges, that they are beyond com-

parison greater thau the 1 s t e r and the N i 1 c.

In the case of the Nile we kuow that

it does not receive any tributary, but that,

on the contrary, in its passage
J
hrough Egypt

its waters are dfeiwn off to fill the canals. As
for the later, it is but an insignificant stream

at its sources, and though it no doubt receives

many confluents, still these arc neither equal

in number to the confluents of the Indus and
J*L..._*

Kabul; others, however, with the Punjkora, while Cun-
ningham takes it to be the Burn, a tributary which
joins the Kabul from the south. With regard to the name
K o ph o 8 this author remarks :

—"The name of K o p h e s
its as old as the time of the Vedax, in wldch the K ubh a
river is mentioned [Itotli first pointed this out;—eonf.

Lassen, at sup.J us an affluent of the Indus; and, as it is

not an Aryan word, 1 infer that the name must have been

applied to the K ft b u 1 river before the Aryan occupation,

or at least as early as u.c. 2500. In the classical v\ liter*, we
Bud tho Choos, Kophes, and Choaspos rivers to

the west of tho Indus ; and at tho present day we have the
Kutiii r, the Kura in, and the ( o tu a 1 rivers to the west,

and tho Kuuihar river to tho east of the Indus,— all

of which are derived from the Skylhiiin kv, 'water.' It

is tho guttural fiirm of the Assyrian /•». in ' Hu-nhrates'

and ' Eulwns,' and of tlie Turk! su, and Tibebui elm, all

ofwbiehmeaii 'water' or 'river.' Ptolemy tho Geogra-

pher mentions a city called Kabura, Situated on the banks
of the Kophen, and a people called Kabot it;u.

P a r e n o ».—Probably tho modorn B u r i n d u.

S a p a r n o s—Probably tho A b b a a i n.

So an us represents tho Sanskrit Suvana, 'the sun,'

or ' fire'—now the S v a n. Tho Abissaraaans, from whose
country it comes, may be the A b i s a r a of Sanskrit -.

Lassen, Ind. Alt. II. 163. A king called A b i s a r e e

is mentioned by Arrian in his Anabasis (iv. 7). _
It may

be here remarked that tho names of the Indian 'kings, as

given by the Greek writers, wore in general tho names
slightly modilied of the people over who«a they ruled.
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Ganges, nor are they navigable like them,

if we except a very few,—as, for instance, the

I n n, and Save which I have myself seen. The

Inn joins the later where the Noricaivs

march with the 11 h se t i a n s, and the Save in

the dominions of the P a n n o n i a n s, at a place

which is called T a u r u n n m.|| «Some one may

perhaps know other navigable tributaries of the

Danube, but the number certainly cannot be great.

V. Now if anyone wishes to sta^e a reason

to account for the number and magnitude of the

IudiaiTrivers let him state it. As for myself I

have written on this point, as on others, from

hearsay ; for M e g a s t h e n e s has given the

names even of other rivers which bevond both

the Ganges and the Indus pour their waters

into the Eastern Ocean and the outer basin of

the Southern Ocean, so that he asserts that

there are eight-aud-fifty Indian rivers which are

all of them navigable. But even Mcgasthenes,

so far as appears, did not tiavel over much of

India,,though no doubt he saw more of it than

those who came with Alexander the son of Philip,

for, as ho tells lis, he resided at' the court o<

Sandrakottos, the greatest king in India,

and also at the court of Poros, who was

still greater than he. This same Megasthenes

then informs us that the Indians neither

invade other men, nor do other men invade the

Taurvuum.—Tho modern Semi in.
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Indians : for 8 e s o s t r i s the Egyptian, after

having overrun the greater part of Asia, and

advanced with his army as fur as Europe, re-

turned home ; and Idanthyrsos the Skythiau

issuing from Skythia, subtlued many nations of

Asia, and carriedliis victorious arms even to the m
borders of Egyyt ; and S e m i r a*m i s, again, the

Assyrian queen, took in hand an expedition

against India, but died before she could execute

her design : and thus Alexauder was the only

conqueror who actually invaded the country.

And regarding D i o n y s o s many traditSms are

current to the effect that he also made an ex-

pedition into India, and subjugated the Indiana

before thedays of Alexauder. But of II e v a k 1 e s

tradition does not say much. Of the expedition,

however, which Bakkhos led, the city of Nj s a

is no mean monument, while Mount Mfiros is

yet another, and the ivy which grows thereon,

and the practice observed by the Indians them-

selves of marching to battle with drums and

cymbals, and of wearing a spotted dress such as

was worn by the Bacchanals of Dionysos. On

the other hand, there are but fev< memorials of

HeraklSs, and it may be doubted whether even

these are genuine : for the assertion that Herakles

was not able to take the rock A o r n o s, which

Alexander seized by force of arms, seems to me

all a Makedonian vaunt, quite of a piece with

their, calling Parapamiso s—

K

aukasos,
though it had no connexion at aty with K. a u.k a-
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s o 8. In the same spirit, when they noticed a cave

in the dominions of the Parapamisadai,
they asserted that it was the cave ofProme-
tlieus the Titan, in which he had hecn sus-

pended for stealing thfc fire.^f So also when they

came among the Sibai, an Indian tribe, and

noticed that thef wore skins, thyy declared that

the Sibai were descended from those who be-

longed to the expedition of Herakles and had been

left behind : for, besides being dressed in skins,

the Sibai carry a cudgel, and brand rfn the backs

oV th#i- oxen the representation of a club,

wherein the Makcdonians recognized a memorial

of the club of Herakles. But if any one believes

all this, then this must be another Herakles;

—

not the Theban, but either thcTyrian or the Kgyp-

tian, or even some great king who belonged to

the upper country which lies not far from India.

VI. Let this be said by way of a digression to

discredit the accounts which some writers have

given of the Indians beyond the Ilyphasis,

for those 'writers who were in Alexander's ex-

pedition arc not altogether unworthy of our faith

when they describe India as far as the Ilyphasis.

Beyond that limit we have no real knowledge

of the country : since this is the sort of account

which Megasthene's gives us of an Indian river :

—

Its name is the S i 1 a s ; it flows from a fountain,

IT ThoCaTfl of Pro mo th on s.—Probably ono-of tJie

vast ravpa in fcho nfiffhbonrhood of .B am i an.
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failed after the river, through the dominions of

the S i 1 a; a n s, who again are called after the

river and the fountain; the water of the river

manifests this singular property—that there is

nothing which it can buoy*up, nor anything which

can swim or float' in it, but everything sinks down

to the bottom,., so that there is? nothing in the

world so thin and unsubstantial as this water.*

But to proceed. Rain falls in India during the

summer, especially on the mountains P a r a p a-

m i sos andE mo do sand the range of I ma os,

and the rivers which issue from these aw laige

and muddy. Rain during the same season falls

also on the plains of India, so that much of the

country is submerged : and indeed the army of

Alexander was obliged at the time of midsum-

mer to retreat in haste from the A k e s i n 6 s,

because its waters overflowed the adjacent plains.

So we may by analogy infer from these facts

that as the Nile is subject to similar inunda-

tions, it is probable that ram falls during the

summer on the mountains of Ethiopia, and

that the Nile swollen with these rains overflows

its banks and inundates Egypt. Wo find, at any

rate, that this river, like those we have men-

tioned, flows at the same season of the year

with a muddy current, which could not be

the case if it flowed from melting snows, nor

yet if its waters were driven back from its

* Soo noto, p. 65.
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mouth by the force of the Etesian winds

which blow throughout the hot season,f and

that it should flow from melting snow is all the

more unlikely as snow cannot fall upon tlje

Ethiopian mountains, 6n account of the burning

heat ; but that ruin should fait* on them, as on

the Indian mountains, is not beyemd probability,

since India in other respects besides is not

unlike Ethiopia. Thus the Indian rivers, like

the Nile in Ethiopia and Egypt, breed croco-

diles, while some of them have fish and mon-

strous features such as are found in the Nile,

with the exception only of the hippopotamus,

though Onesikritos asserts that they breed

this animal also. With regard to the inhabit-

ants, there is no great difference in type of

figure between the Indians and the Ethiopians,

though the Indians, no doubt, who live iu the

south-west bear a somewhat closer resemblance

to the Ethiopians, being of black complexion

and black-haired, though they arc not so

snub-nosed nor have the hair so curly ; while

the Indians who live further to the north are in

person liker the Egyptians.

VII. The Indian tribes, Megasthenfis tells

us, number in all 118. [And I so far agree

with him as to allow that they must be indeed

numerous, but when he gives such a precise

estimate I am at a loss to conjecture how he

t Of., Herodotus, II. 20-27.
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arrived at it, fur the greater part of India he

did not visit, nor is mutual intercourse main*

tained between all the tribes.] He tells us further

that the Indians were in old times nomadic, like

those Skythians who did* not till the soil, hut

roamed about in* their wagons, as the seasons^

varied, from <me part of Skyfhia to another,

neither dwelling in towns nor worshipping in

temples ; and that the Indians likewise had nei-

ther towns nor temples of the gods, but were so

barbarous that they wore the skins of such wild

animals as they could kill, and subsisted '•ton tne

bark of trees ; that these trees were called in

Indian speech tola, and that there grew on them,

as there grows at the tops of the palm -trees, a

fruit resembling ballsofwool
; J thatthey subsisted

also on such wild animals as they could catch,

eating the flesh raw,—before, at least, the com-

ing ofDionysos into India. Dionysos, how-

ever, when he came and had conquered the people,

founded cities and gave laws to these cities, and

introduced the use of wine among the Indians, as

he had done among the Greeks, and taught them

to sow the land, himself supplying ,seeds for the

purpose,—either because Triptolemos, when

he was sent byDemoter to sow all the earth,

did not reach these parts, or this must have been

some Dionysos who came to India before Trip-

tolemos, and gave the people the seeds of

t Tala.—The fan-palm, the Borassus jlabelliformis of

botany. *
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cultivated plants. It is also said that Dionysos

first yoked oxen to the plough, and made many

of the Indians husbandmen instead of nomads,

and furnished them with the implements of agri-

culture ; and that the Indians worship the other

• gods, and Dionysos himself in particular, with

cymbals and drums, because he sortaught them

;

and that he also tnught them the Satyric dance,

or, as the Greeks call it, the Kordnx ; and that he

instructed the Indians to let their hair grow long

in honour of the god, and to wear the turban

;

and that he taught them, to anoint themselves

with unguents, so that even up to the time of

Alexander the Indians were marshalled for

battle to the sound of cymbals and drums.

VIII. But when he was leaving India, after

having established the new order of things, he

appointed, it is said, Spatembas, one of his

companions and the most conversant with Bakkhic

matters, to be the king of the country. When
Spatembas died his son B o u d y a s succeeded

to the tovereignty ; the father reigning over the

Indians fifty-two years, and the son twenty ; the

son of the latteY, whose name was Kradeuas,
duly inherited the kingdom, and thereafter the

succession was generally hereditary, but that

when a failure of heirs occurred in the royal house

the Indians elected their sovereigns on the
.

prin-

ciple of merit ; H e r a k 1 e s, however, who is cur-

rently reported to have come as a stranger into

the country, is styd to have been in reality a native
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of India. This Ilorakles is held in especial ho-

nour by the S o u r a s e n o i, an Indian tribe who
possess two large cities, Methora and C 1 e i s o-

b o r a, and through whose country flows a naviga-

ble river called the lob arcs. But the dress

which this Herakles wore,* Mega^thcnes tells us,-

resembled that if the T h e b a n II 6 r a k 1 c s, as

the Indians themselves admit. It is further said

that he had a very numerous progeny of male

children borji to him in India (for, like his The-

bau namesake, he married many wives), but thaj,

he had only one daughter. The name of this

child was 1? a n d a i a, and the land in which she

was born, and with the sovereignty of which

Ilorakles entrusted her, was called after her name,

P a n d a i a, and she received from the hands

of her father 500 elephants, a force of cavalry

4000 strong, and another of infantry consisting

of about 130,000 men. Some Indian writers say

further of Ilorakles that when he was going over

the world and ridding land and sea of whatever

evil monsters infested them, he found in tVe sea

an ornament for women, which even to this day

the Indian traders who bring us »their wares

eagerly buy up and carry away to foreign markets,

while it is even more eagerly bought up by

the wealthy Romans of to-day, as it was wont to

be by the wealthy Greeks long ago. This article

is the sea-pearl, called in the Indian tongue

margarita. But Herakles, it is said, appreciating

its beauty as a wearing ornament, caused it to
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be brought from all the sea into India, that he

might adorn with it the person of his daughter.

MegasthenSs informs us that the oyster which

yields this pearl is there fished for with nets,

and that in these same parts the oysters live in

ihe sea in shoals^ 1ike bfee-swarms: foreysters, like

bees, have a king or a queen, rfad if any one is

lucky enough to catch the king he readily en-

closes in the net all the rest of the shoal, but if

the king makes his escape there is iiq chance that

tjie others can be caught. The fishermen allow

the fleshy parts of such as they catch to rot

away, and keep the bone, which forms the orna-

ment : for the pearl in India is worth thrice its

weight in refined gold, gold being a product of

the Indian mines.

IX. Now in that part of the country where

the daughter of Ilerakles reigned as queen, it is

said that the women when seven years old are of

marriageable age, and that the men lire at most

forty years, and that on this subject there is

a tradition current among the Indians to the

effect that Ilerakles, whose daughter was born

to him late* in life, when he saw that his end

was near, and he knew no man his equal in

rank to whom he could give her in marriage,

had incestuous intercourse with the girl when

she was seven years of age, in order that

a race of kings sprung from their common

blood might be left Ob rule over India ; that

Ilerakles therefore made her of suitable age for
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marriage, and that in consequence the whole

nation over which P a n d a i a rcigucd obtained

this same privilege from her father. Now to me
it^ccms that, even if Ilcrakles could have done

a thing so marvellous, he tould also have made

himself longer-liVe'd, iu order to have intercourse^

with his daughter when she was* of mature age.

But in fact, if the age at which the women

there are marriageable is correctly stated, this is

quite consistent, it seems to me, with what is

said of the rifen's age,—that those who live long-

est die at forty ; for men who come s» mucfi

sooner to old age, and with old age to death, must

of course flower into full manhood as much earlier

as their life ends earlier. It follows hence that

men of thirty would there be in their green old

age, and young men would at twenty be past

puberty, while the stage of of full puberty would

be reached about fifteen. And, quite compatibly

with this, the women might be marriageable at

the age of seven. Andwhy not, when Megasthencs

declares that the very fruits of the country ripen

faster than fruits elsewhere, and decay faster ?

From thfi time of Dionysos to Sandra-

k ottos the Indians counted 153 *kings and a

period of 6042 years, but among these a republic

was thrice established * * * * and another

to 300 years, and another to 120 years.§ The

§ It is not known from what sources Megasthenes derived

these.figures, which are extremely modest wlxra compared

with those of Indian chronology, where, as in geology,

years are hardly reckoned but in myriads^ For a untice of
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Indians also tell us that Dionysos was earlier

than II 6 r a k 1 e s hy fifteen generations, and

that except him no one made a hostile invasion

of India,—not even K y r o s the son of Kambyscs,

although he undertook an expedition against the

j$ ky; t h i a n s, and otherwise s'nowcd
i
himself the

most enterprising monarch in all Asia ; but that

Alexander indeed came and overthrew in

war all whom he attacked, and would even have

conquered the whole world had his army been

willing to follow him. On the other hand, a

sense o-r justice, they say, prevented any Indian

king from attempting conquest beyond the limits

of India.

X. It is farther said that the Indians do not

rear monuments to the dead, but consider the

virtues which men have displayed in life, and

the songs in which their praises are celebrated,

sufficient to preserve their memory after death.

But of their cities it is said that the number is

so great that it cannot be stated with precision,

but that such cities as are situated on the banks

of rivers or on the sea-coast are built of wood, for

were they built of brick they would riot last long

—so destructive arc the rains, and also the rivers

when they overflow their banks and inundate the

plains ; those cities, however, which stand on com-

manding situations and lofty eminences are built

of brick and mud. The greatest city in India is

the Magadan dynasties see Elpbinstone's History of
lit ilia, bk. III. csj>. iii.
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that which is called Palim bothr a, in the

dominions of the P r a s i a n s,
||
whevc the streams

of the E r a nno b o as and the Ganges unite,

—

the Ganges being the greatest of all rivers, and

the Erannoboas being psrhaps the third largest

of Indian rivcrsj though greater than the great-

est rivers elsewhere ; but it is Smaller tlirfff tTTc*

Ganges where it falls into it. M e g a s t h e n 6 s

says further of this city that the inhabited part of

it stretched on either side to an extreme length

of eighty stadia, and that its breadth was fifteen

stadia, and that a ditch encompassed it ajl roivvd,

which was six plethra in breadth and thirty cubits

in depth, and that the wall was crowned with

five hundred and seventy towers and had four-and-

sixty gates.^f The same writer tells us further this

|| The Prasioi.—Tntho notes which tho reader will

find at pp. 9 and 57, the accepted explanation of tho
name l'msioi, by wliich the Greeks designated tho
people of Magadha, has been stilted. General Cunningham
explains it dOfercntly:

—"Strabo aud l'liny," lie says,
" agree with Arriau in calling tho people of F'alibo-

thra by the name of Prasii, which modern writers have
unanimously luforrod to the Sanskrit, 1? r a eh ya, or ' east-

ern.' But it secniB to me that Prasii is only ^;hc Greek
form of Pal fis a or Par As a, which is an actual and
well-know* name of M ag a d h a, of which Fiilibothra was
the capital. It obtained this name frc^n the Pa!ana, or

Iiidea frondosa, which still grows as luxuriantly in the

province as in the time of Uiwen Thsfing. Tho common
form of the name is P a r ft 8, or when quickly pronounced
Prig, wliich I take to bo the true original of tho Greek
Prasii. This derivation is supported by the spelling of

the name given by Curtius, who calls the people Pharraaii,

which is an almost exact transcript of the Indian name
Parasiya. The Praxiakos of iElian is only the derivative

from Palusakfi."

% The more usual and tho more accurate form of the name
is Falibothra, a transcription of P&liputra, tho spoken
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remarkable fact about India, that all the Indians

are free, and not one of them is a slave. The

form of P&taliputra, the name of the ancient capital of
Magadha, and a name still occasionally applied to the
city of PAtnft, which is its modern representative, 'i'hr

word, which moaus the son" of the trumpet-flower {Bigno-
nia sitaveolens), appears in several different forma. A pro-
vjpiciaj form, Pahuiputrikot in common in tho popular
tali's. \ uc form in tCe l'anchatantm is PAtaliputra, which
Wilson (Introd. to tho Dana Kamara. Clwfili'a) considered
to he tho true original name of tho city of which I'Atali-

putra wasaniJ-ro corruption,—sanctioned, however, by com-
mon usage. In a Sanskrit treatise of geography of a
somewhat recent date, called tho Knhetra Samasa, the fonn
of the niimo is P&Ubli&tta, which is a near ^approach to
Palibolru. The Ceylon chroniclers invariably wrote the
nau e as PJtiliputto, and in the inscription of Asdka at
Girn&r it is written I'iitalipntta. Tho earliest, name of tho
place, according to the liAtnAijann, was Katuambi, as having
been founded by Kusa, tho father of tho famous sage Visva-
mitra. It was also called, especially by tho poeU, Paxh-
paptwo or Kusumapura, which has the same meaning—' the
city offlowers' This city, though tho least ancient of all

the greater capitals in Gangetie India, was destined to
become the most famous of thorn all. The Vuyu Purtiwi
attributes its foundation to Udaya (called also Udayasva),
who mounted the throne of Magadha in tho year 519 B.C.,

or 24 years after the Nirv'ina (Vishnu PurOna, p. 467, n. 15

;

Lassen, hid. Alt. II. p. 63). i'ataliputra did not, however,
according to the Cingalese chronicles, become the residence
of the kings of Magadha till the reign of Kalasdka, who
ascended the throne 453 b. c. Under Chandragupta (the
Sandrakottos of the Greeks), .who founded tho Buddhistic
dynasty of tho Mauriyas, the kingdom was extended from
the montl* of the Gangos to tho regions beyond the Indus,
and became in fact the paramount power in India. Nor
was PAtaliputra—to judge from the account of iifs size and
splendour given Taixo^ by Arrian, and in Frag. XXV. by
Strabe, who both copied it from Mcgasthenrs—unworthy to
be the capital of so great an empire. Its happy position at

tho confluence of the Sdn an,d Ganges, and opposite the
junction of tho Gandak with their united stream, naturally

mado it a great contre of commerce, which would no doubt
greatly increase its wealth and prosperity. AsAka, who
was third in succession from Chandragupta, and who made
Buddhism the state religion, in his inscription on the rock
at Dhauli in Katak, gives it the title of Metropolis of the
Religion, i.e. of Buddhism. The wooden wall by which, as
Megaathenea tells us^it was surrounded, was still standing
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Lakedaimonians and the Indians here so

far agree. The Lakedaimonians, however, hold

seven centuries later tliau his time, for it was seen about
{he' beginning of the 5th century after Christ by the Chi-
nese traveller Fa-Hian, who* thus writes of Pfiliputra,

which ho calls Pa-lian-fu :
—"The city was the capital of

kin? A-you (Asoka/. The palaces of the king which aro
in the city 'have walla of which the •gf.ones have \

"~ "~

lected by the genii. The carvings and the sculptures which
ornament the windows are such as this ago could not nrnko

;

they stiJl actually exist." These 'palaces oi' the king' aro
mentioned by Diodoros in his epitome of Megasthcues, as
will be seen by a refereueo to p. 3!J. It was in the
interval which separates the journey of Fa-Hian from that
of his compatriot Iliwen Thsang-that is, between the year
100 and the year 032 after Christ—that the fall of Pfltali-

putra was accomplished, for where the spleiXid metro-
polis had once stood iliwen Thsiing found nothing but
ruins, and a village containing about two or three hnudred
houses. The cause of its downfall and decay is un-
known. The ruing seen by the Chinese traveller are
no longer visible, but lie buried deep below tho foun-
dations of modern Patuil. An excavation quite recently

made in that city for the construction of a public tank
placed this fact beyond question ; for, when tho workmen
had dug down to a depth of 13 or 15 feet below tho surface
of the ground, some remains were discovered of what must
have been tho wooden wall spoken of by Megasthem's.
1 have received from a friend who inspected tho excavation

the following particulars of this interesting and remarkable
discovery :— " During the cold season 1878, whilst digging

a tank in Sheikh Mithia Ghari, a part of PAtna almost
equally distant from the chunk (market-place

1

) and the

railway station, tho exeavatore, at a depth of sorje 12 or 15

feet below the swampy surface, discovered the remains
of a long brick wall running from N.W. to S.E. How far

this wal 1 extended beyond the limits oj:' the excavation

—

probably more than a hundred yards—it is impossible to

say. Not far from the wall, and aluiost parallel to it, was
found a line of palisades ; tho strong timber of which it was
composed inclined slightly towards tho wall. In one place

fchcro appeared to havo been some sort of outlet, for two
wooden pilltiiw rising to a height of some 8 or 9 feet above

what had evidently been the ancient level of the place, and
between which no trace of palisades could bo discovered,

had ali the appearance of door or gate_ posts. A number
of wells and sinks wore also found, their mouths being in

each case indicated by heaps of fragments of broken mud
vessels. From tho best-preserved specimens of these, it
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the II e 1 o t s as slaves, and these Helots do servile

labour; hut the Indians do not even use aliens as

slaves, and much less a countryman of their own.

XI. But further : in India the whole pcopb

Ntjtptik. •' that then; shape must have differed'from that of

those now in use. One of the wells having been eleared
out, it was found to yield capital drmking water, and
among tho rubbish taken out of it were discovered several

iron spear-hcads, a fragment of a large vessel, Ac." The
fact thus established—that old Pulibuthra, audits w:i 11 with
it, are deep underground— takes away all probability from
the supposition of Kavcnshaw that the large Onouiids near
PAtnA ((billed l'auch-Pahfiri, or ' five hills'), consisting of

dttyris ntfi bricks, may be the remains of towers or bas-

tions of the ancient city. The identity of Pfilaliputra with
Pallia was a question not settled without ranch previous
controversy. D'Anville, as has been already stated, misledby
the assertion of Pliny that the Jomanes (Jamiia) flows

through the Palibothri into the Ganges, referred its site

to the position of Allahfibiid, where theso two rivers unite.

Itcnnel, again, thought it. might be identical with Kauauj,
though he afterwards abandoned this opinion ; wliile Wilford
placed it on the left bank of the Gauges at some distance

to the north of KAjniahAl, and Prancklin at BhAgnlpur.
'J'he main objection to the claims of PatuA— its not being
situated at the conflueuce of any river with the Ganges

—

was satisfactorily disposed of when hi the courso of research

it was brought to light that the S6n was not only iden-

tical with the Erranoboos, but that ip to tho year 1379,

when it formed a new channel for itself, it had joined the

Gauges ift tho neighbourhood of Pain a. I may conclude
this notice by quoting from Strabo a description of a pro-

cession such as Megaathencs (from whose work Strabo
vory probably draw his information) must have seen parad-

ing the streets of Palibothra :
—"In processions at their fes-

tivals many elephants are in the train, adorned with gold

and silver, numerous carriages drawn by four horses and
by several pairs of oxen ; then follows a body of attendants

hi full dress, (bearing) vessels of gold, large basins and gob-
lets an onjuia in breadth, tables, chairs of state, dririking-

cups, and Livers of Indian copper, most of which were set

with precious stones, as emeralds, beryls, and Indian car-

buncles
; garments cmbroidored and interwoven with gold ;

wild beasts, as buffaloes, panthers, tamo lions ; and a mul-
titude of birds of variegated plumage and of fine song."

—

Uobu'b Transl. of Strabo, 111. p. 117.
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are divided into about seven castes. Among
these are the Sophists, who are not so numerous

as the -others, but hold the supreme place of

dignity and honour,—forthey areunder no necessity

of doing any bodjjy labour at all, or of contribut-

ing from the produce o? their .labour ar.yiftirig
-

to the commcli stock, nor indeed is any duty

absolutely binding on them except to perform

the sacrifices offered to the gods on behalf of the

state. If ajiy one, again, has a private sacrifice to

offer, one of these sophists shows him the proper

mode, as if he could not otherwise make an ac-

ceptable offering to the gods. To this class the

knowledge of divination among the Indians is

exclusively restricted, and none but a sophist is

allowed to practise that art. They predict about

such matters as the seasons of the year, and any

calamity which may befall the state; but the

private fortunes of individuals they do not care to

predict,—either because divination does uot con-

cern itself with trifling matters, or because to

take any trouble about such is deemed uirbccom-

ing. Buf« if any one fails thrice to predict truly,

he incurs, it is said, no further peiullty than being

obliged to be silent for the future, and there is no

power on earth able to compel that man to speak

who lias once been condemned to silence. These

sages go naked, living during winter in the open

air to enjoy the sunshine, and during summer,

when the heat is too powerful, in meadows and

low grounds \uider large trees, thtf shadow where*
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of Ncarchos says extends to five plethra in circuit,

adding that even ten thousand men* could be

covered by the shadow of a single tree. They

live upon the fruits which each season products,

and ou the bark of trees,—the, bark being no less

•^rtv'.1
"».iul nutritious than the fruit of the date-

palm, u

After fliese, the second caste consists of the

tillers of the soil, who form the most

numerous class of the population. They are nei-

ther furnished with arms, nor have any military

duties to perform, but they cultivate the soil and

pay tribute to the kings atid this independent

cities. In times of civil war the soldiers are

not allowed to molest the husbandmen or ravage

1 heir lauds: hence, while the former are fighting

and killing each' other as they can, the latter may

be seen close at hand tranquilly pursuing their

work,—perhaps ploughing, or gathering in their

crops, pruning the trees, or reaping the harvest.

The third caste among the Indians consists

of the 'her d s m e. n, both shepherds and neat-

herds; and these neither live in cities nor in

* Cf. tin." ilcicnptiiin of the wihii 1 tvro quoted from Otie-

sikrilos, Slrabo XV. i. 21. Cf. also Milton's description of
it in Paratl/ixi- lm.<l, l>k. ix., 11. 1 100 vk hoijij. :

—
"Tln-iv soon Lhoy cbowj

Thi> fiff-troe, i;ot that kind for fruit renowned,
But .suuli iiN ;i.t tli is d;iy to Indiana known
Jn Mai itbar or Dcwun ttprciuls her anus
Ihanrhin'* no bi'oiul and long that in llu> ground
Th<s bcudrd i wigs take root, and dau^litora grow
About tin' molher hve, a. pilbm-d slnulu

HigVi ovnrarclwid, and fi.-b.oing walks between."
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villages, but they are nomadic and live on the

hills. They too are subject to tribute, and this

they pay in cattle. They scour the country in

]>'jrsuit of fowl and wild beasts.

XII. The fourth eastc'consists of It a n d i-

c raft men and' retai.1- dealers. Tb,cj^

have to perforin gratuitously certain public ser-

vices, and to pay tribute from the products of

their labour. An exception, however, is made

in favour of those who fabricate the weapons of

war,—and not only so, but they even draw

pay from the state. In this class are Included

shipbuilders, nnd the sailors employed in the

navigation of the rivers.

The fifth caste among the Indians consists

of the warriors, who arc second in point

of numbers to the husbandmen, but lead a

life of supreme freedom and enjoyment. They

have only military duties to perform. Others

make their arms, and others supply them with

horses, and they have others to attend on them

in the camp, who take care of their horses, clem

their arms, drive their elephants, prepare their

chariots, and act as their charioteers,. As long as

they are required to fight they .fight, and when

peace returns they abandon themselves to enjoy-

ment,—the pay which they receive from the state

being so liberal that they can with ease main-

tain themselves and others besides.

*The sixth class consists of those called s u-

perinte u dents. They swj^out what goes
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on in country and town, and report everything

to the king where the people have a king, and

to the magistrates where the people are self-

governed,t and it is against use and wont f$r

these to give in a false report ;—hut indeed no

J.ndjjan is accused of lying. *
.,

The seventh caste consists of the council-
lors o f,. s t a t e, who advise the king, or the

magistrates of self-governed cities, in the man-

agement of public affairs. In point of numbers

this is a small class, hut it is distinguished by

superior* wisdom and justice, and hence enjoys

the prerogative of choosing governors, chiefs of

provinces, deputy-governors, superintendents of

the treasury, generals of the army, admirals of

the navy, controllers, and commissioners who
superintend agriculture.

The custom of the country prohibits inter-

marriage between the castes:—for instance, the

husbandman cannot take a wife from the artizan

caste, nor the artizan a wife from the husband-

man cafltc. Custom also prohibits any one from

exercising two trades, or from changing from one

caste to another. One cannot, for instance,

become a husbandman if he is a herdsman, or

t " There have always been extensive tracts without any
common head, some under petty chiefs, and some formed
of independent villages: in troubled times, also towns
Iihvc often For a long period carried on their own jrovcru-
ment. All these would ho called republics by the Griwtos,
who would naturally fancy their constitutions similar to
what they had bcou al home."—Elphinstone's History of
India, p. 240.
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become a herdsman if he is an artizan. It is per-

mitted that the sophist only he from any caste

:

for the life of the sophist is not an easy one, but

the hardest of all.

XIII. The Indians lrant all wild animals in

the same
#
way as* the Greeks, except the elephant,

which is hunted in a mode altogether peculiar,

since these animals arc not like any others.

The mode may he thus described :—The hunters

having selected a level tract of arid ground dig a

trench all round it, enclosing as much space as

would suffice to encamp a large arnTjr. They

make the trench with a breadth of five fathoms

aud a depth of four. But the earth which they

throw out in the process of digging they heap up

in mounds on both edges of the trench, and use

it as a wall. Then they make huts for them-

selves by excavating the wall on the outer edge of

the trench, and in these they leave loopholes,

both to admit light, and to enable them to see

when their prey approaches and enters the enclo-

sure. They next station some three or four of

their best-trained she-elephants within the trap, to

which they leave only a single passage by means

of a bridge thrown across the trench, the frame-

work of which they cover over with earth

and a great quantity of straw, to conceal the

bridge as much as possible from the wild animals,

which might else suspect treachery. The hunters

then go out of the way, retiring to the cells which

they had made in the earthen^ wall. Now the
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wild elephants do nol go near inhabited places

in the day-time, but during the night-time they

wander about everywhere, and feed in herds,

following as leader the one who is biggest and,

boldest, just as cows follow bulls. As soon, then,

asw^jji,approach the enclosure, and heat the cry

and catch scent oi' the females, thej^ rush at full

speed in tlie direction of the fenced ground, and

being arrested by the trench move round its edge

until they fall in with the bridge, along which

they force their way into the enclosure. The

hunters meanwhile, perceiving the entrance of the

wild elephants', hasten, some of them, to take

away the bridge, while others, running off to the

nearest villages, announce that the elepliants

arc within the trap. The villagers, on hearing

the news, mount their most spirited and best-

trained, elephants, and as soon as mounted ride

off to the trap ; but, though they ride up to it,

they do not immediately engage in a conflict

with the wild elephants, but wait till these are

sorely pinched by hunger and tamed by thirst

;

when they think their strengtli lias bccn
f
enough

weakened, they vetup the bridge anew and ride into

the enclosure, when a fierce assault is made by the

tame elephants upon those that have been en-

trapped, and then, as might be expected, the wild

elephants, through loss of spirit and faintness from

hunger, are overpowered. On this the hunters, dis-

mounting from their elephants, bind with fetters

the feet of the wild ones, now by this time quite
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exhausted. Then thoy instigate the tame ones to

heat tlicm with repented blows, until their suffer-

ings wear them out and they fall to the ground.

The hunters meanwhile, standing near them, slip

nooses over their neckband mount them while

yet lying ,on the ground; and, to prevent them

shaking off their riders, or doing mischief other-

wise, make with a sharp knife an incision all round

their neck, and fasten the noose round in the

incision. By means of the wound thus made they

keep their head and ncek quite steady : for if

(hey become restive and turn round, the wound is

galled by the action of the rope. They slum,

therefore, violent movements, ami, knowing that

they have been vanquished, suffer themselves to

be led in fetters by the tame ones.

XIV. But such as are too young, or through

the weakness of their constitution not worth keep-

ing, their captors allow to escape to their old

haunts ; while those which arc retained they lead

to the villages, where at first they give them

green stalks of corn and grass to eat. T,he crea-

tures, however, having lost all spirit, have no wish

to eat ; but the Indians, standing round them in

a circle, soothe and cheer them by chanting songs

to the accompaniment of the music of drums and

cymbals, for the elephant is of all brutes the

most intelligent. Some of them, for instance,

have taken up their riders when slaiu in battle

and carried them away for burial ; others have

covered them, when lying on th,e ground, with a
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shield ; and others have home the hrnnt of battle

in their defence when fallen. There was one even

that died of remorse and despair because it had

killed its rider in a fit of rage. I have myseF
actually seen an elephant playing on cymbals,

wjjfl&gther elephants were dancing to lys strains:

a cymbal"had been attached to each, foreleg of the

performer, and a third to what is called his trunk,

and while he beat in turn the cymbal on his trunk

he beat in proper time those on his two legs.

The dancing elephants all the while kept danc-

ing in a circle, and as they raised and curved

their forelegs in turn they too moved in proper

time, following ''as the musician led.

The elephant, like the bull and the horse,

engenders in spring, when the females emit

breath through the spiracles beside their tem-

ples, which open at that season. The period of

gestation is at shortest sixteen months, and

never exceeds eighteen. The birth is single, as

in the case of the marc, and is suckled till.it

reaches tys eighth year. The elephants that live

longest attain an age of two hundred years, but

many of them,, die prematurely of disease. If

they die of sheer old age, however, the term of

life is what has been stated. Diseases of their

eyes are cured by pouring cows' milk into them,

and other distempers by administering draughts

of black wine ; while their wounds are cured by

the application of roasted pork. Such are the

remedies used byt the Indians.



It in sufficient for me to have set forth these

facts regarding the Indians, which, as the best

known, both Ncarchos and Megasthe-

^1 6 s, two men of approved character, 'have re-

corded. And since my design in drawing up the

present narrative was not to describe the manners

and customs of the Indians, but to relate how

Alexander couveyed his army from India

to Persia, let this be taken as a mere episode.
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